


‘ 


- THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





THE OFFICIAL 


. 33p Coneress, Ist SESSION. 


Mr.OLDS. I understand my colleague as ask- 
ing for the protection of this House, from the fact 
that he is threatened personally with violence. 
Perhaps the members of this House may have 
‘seen the effort made by my colleague not long 
since in the city of Boston—I am not able to say 
whether it wasin Fanueil Hall, or where it was— 
in which he also intimates that he is afraid of be- 
ing assassinated for the course of policy which he | 
has pursued in reference to certain measures be- | 
fore this House. } 

But, sir, when he comes before this House to | 


| to make a suggestion upon the subject. 


claim its protection, from the fear of being assas- || 
sinated for what he has thought fit to do in the 


course of his official duty in this House, he ought 
to come with clean hands and a pure heart. If I 
recollect aright, in that very speech in Boston, the 
gentleman charged that his colleagues in this 
House have been bribed, and have cast their votes | 
under a bribe. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) I desire to 
know of the Chair whether he entertains this as a 
question of privilegegand if he does not, | object | 
to the resolution, and to all debate upon it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman has not the 
floor for that purpose. I yielded it only to my 
colleague, [Mr. Oxps.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rose to a point of order, 
and I am entitled to the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I yielded only to my col- 
league. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I inquire of the Chair if he 
entertains the matter as a question of privilege; 
and if he does not, I object to this discussion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will refer to the 
House the question, whether there is any question 
of privilege involved in the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I suppose I have a right to 
proceed and finish my remarks? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman has no such right; because if it is not 
a question of privilege, discussion will be out of 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
upon the question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I do not un- 
derstand Mr. Nicholson as standing in that posi- 
tion which entitles him to the privileges of this 

Hall. Heis a merecontractor. I do not under- 
stand that there is any rule of this House which 
authorizes him to be admitted here, and therefore 
a resolution expelling him would have no effect. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is precisely the point 
I proposed to make. 

The SPEAKER. As printer of the House, | 
Mr. Nicholson is entitled to the privileges of the 
floor, or, at least, to the privileges of the Hall. 

The question now being upon whether the point, 
raised was a question of privilege, 

Mr: GIDDINGS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the Chair will pardon me 
for one moment—1 do not wish to do anything 
hastily or rashly in reference to this diate walk, 
however, to say that the removal of the drapery 
in the rear of the Speaker’s chair seenis to have 
80 affected the sound in the Hall as to make it 
wholly impossible for us in this direction to hear 
what is going on. Now, sir, whether this is a 
question of privilege or not depends very much 
upon the character of the article alluded to. I 
would like to have the article again read. But I 
desire to take this opportunity of calling the at- 
tention of the Speaker to the fact that exists in 
reference to the difficulty of hearing in the Hall. 
I think some measures ought to be taken to) 
remedy it. 

Mr.STANTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to say that this is not an article from the ed- | 
itor; it is an article signed ** Old Fogy.”’ 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I understand that. 
evidently from the pen of the editor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lunderstand the question 
submitted to the House to be, to determine whether 
the case presented is what is commonly known as 


I call for the yeas and nays 


It is 


| of these privileges. 
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question, | suppose, is debatable. 
1 will not 
occupy much of the time eth House; but | 
submit this point to the Chaff and the House 

Mr. COBB. I think this is not a debatable 
question. I raise that question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that the article and the resolution be read in con- 
nection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire first to state the 
precise point which | undersiand to be made. | 
understand the Speaker to decide that, under the 
rules of the House, the public printer is entitled 
to come upon this floor, and is entitled to certain 
privileges here. The gentleman from Ohio offers 
a resolution, the effect of which is to deprive him 
Now, whether the paper 
referred to is of such a character as to justify us 
in adopting the resolution, is a question | do not 
propose to go into. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 





Does the Chair decide that 


| this isa debatable question? 


The SPEAKER. 
debatable. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, Mr. Speaker, I say 
this: Where we give special privileges to individ- 
uals to come into the Hail, we put them, to some 
extent, on the footing of members and officers of 
the House, and therefore a proposition to deprive 
such of that privilege, to expel them from the Hall, 
is properly a privileged question. Having this 
view of the matter, and the gentleman from Ohio 
having submitted his resolution, 1 think that the 
House ought to entertain it. Hecomes forward, 
and upon his responsibility as a member of this 
House, proposes to deprive individuals of privi- 


The Chair decides that it is 


| leges which they now enjoy in this Hall. 


Now, | beg leave to say that, from the reading of 


| the article indicated, I do not see anything which 


- 


would justify the adoption of the resolution of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines.] If I cor- 
rectly understood it, in my opinion, it is much 
less violent than many of the speeches made by 
the gentleman here against individuals and mem- 
bers of this body. At the same time [ hold that 
while the gentleman from Ohio is apprehensive of 
personal attack, he has the right to ask the House 
to protect him; and, if he can make out a proper 
case, | will myself vote for furnishing him a guard 


| for his protection while in the discharge of his 


| duty. 


| stated make out his case. 


[A laugh.] If his object be to secure pro- 
tection against violence, | shall be very much 
disposed to accord it to him, provided the facts 
But I do not think that 


| there is anything in the article which would lead 


| gentleman is in personal danger. 


him, you, Mr. Speaker, or me, to suppose that the 
If, however, he 
apprehends that Mr. Nicholson, or any other per- 
son, at his instigation, intends to interfere with 
his personal safety, | would vote to protect him 
as readily as | would any other gentleman upon 
the floor, though I differ from him so much. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must confine the 
gentleman to the single point as to whether or 
not the question is or is not privileged in its char- 


; acter. 


| Alabama will withdraw his objection. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope my friend from 
i L think 
the gentleman’s resolution is one which ought to 
be entertained. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair indicated, when 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippines) re- 
marked that he had a resolution of that character, 
that, in the opinion of the Chair, it would be a 
privileged question. The editor, or editors of 


| the Union have the privilege of the Hall, butthey 


have not the privilege of the floor. That paper 
has a number of reporters here, and they are here 
by law of the House, and under the direction of 
the Speaker. The gentleman proposes to expel 
them all, editors and reporters. he Chair is of 
the opinion that the question is a privileged one, 
and so decides. 


Mr. MILLSON. I desire to make a simple 


. . ae r 
suggestion on this question of privilege. It seems 


to me that there is sume confusion arising from 


If it be, | want 
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to decide that the proposition to expel the public 
printer is a privileged question. I presume there 
can be no doubt of it. I take it for granted that 
Mr. A. O. P. Nicholson, as an officer of this 
Hiouse, may be expelled from it. I think the 
Chair is right—indeed, I am sure that he is right— 
in the statement that the public printer is entitled to 
the privilege of the Hall, or admission to the Hall 
of the House as public printer; but I conceive that 
the public printer is not entitled to admission 
within this Hall as editor of the Union. I con- 
ceive, moreover, that the other persons who are 
proposed to be expelled by the resolution of the 
gentleman from Ohio as connected with the Union, 
are not entitled to the privilege of the floor, unless 
so entitled as the reporters for that paper. 

The SPEAKER. They are in that character. 


| And Mr.A. O. P. Nicholson is entitled, under an 


express law of the House, to the privilege of the 
Hall, as an ex-Senator of the United States. He 
is named in the resolution. 

Mr. MILLSON. The questions ought to be 
separated. If it be proposed to expel Mr. A. O. 
P. Nicholson as an officer of the House, then it 
may be material for us to inquire whether he has 
done anything in that character which would sub- 
ject him to expulsion. ButI will not express my 
opinion on that point now. If,onthe other hand, 
the object be to expel the reporters as well as the 
editor or editors of the Union, as persons entitled 
to the privilege of using the reporters’ desks, anil 
not as officers of the House, and the editor not as 
public printer, then it will become important for 
us to inquire whether any of them, the editor, or 
his associates in the Union, have done anything 
in their capacity as reporters to subject them to 
expulsion. 

Now, | think that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] is drawn so vaguely 
and indeterminately as not to present to the 
House a question of privilege as it ought to be 
presented. I think that itis a question of privi- 
lege whether the public printer ought to be ex- 
pelled. At the same time | do not know that the 
public printer, as public printer, ought to be ex- 
pelled for the publication of an objectionable arti- 
cle in the Union newspaper. On the other hand, 
perhaps the reporters connected with the Union 
may subject themselves to censure by the publi- 
cation of objectionable paragraphs in that news- 
vaper, and they then incur the censure of the 
ang not as officers of the House, but as re- 
porters. In the state of confusion in which the 
question is involved, I find it difficult to determine 
upon what grounds to present it. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Is there anything before 
the House for consideration ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines.] 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. OLDS. I suppose I have the right to the 
floor, as it was taken from me by the question of 
order. 

Mr. PRESTON. I understand the question 
to be one of order, which the Chair has not de- 
cided. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Ops] was addressing the Chair when the 
suggestion was made by some gentleman upon the 
floor that questions of privilege were heretofore 
referred to the judgment @the Efouse. The Chair 
acquiesced in that suggestion for a moment; but 
afterwards, however, determined that there was 
involved in this resolution a question of privilege, 
and that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippines} 
had a right to move to expel from the Hall any 
officer of this House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I yielded the floor to my 
colleague for explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippiwes,] just as he was 
taking his seat, if he yielded the floor, and he 
said, ** | yield it.” 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


It was not my intention to 


\| yield it entirely, but merely to my colleague for 


& question of privilege; and this, like any other || the mingling of questions. 1 understand the Chair || the purpose of explanation, 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio | 
[Mr. Ginpines] yields the floor to his colleague || 
lor explanation. ¥ 

Mr. OLDS, I supposed I had obtained the 
floor by the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Grippines] positively states that he yielded 
the floor for explanation merely. 

Mr. OLDS. I desire to make no personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. GIDDINGS., I will yield to my colleague 
one half of the time allotted to me. 

Mr. OLDS. If the gentleman is entitled to the 
floor, he can occupy it, and I will try and get it 
afterwards. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ido not desire to occupy 
the attention of the House for any considerable 
time. I merely wish to repeat, that this question 
resis with the majority, and not with me nor my 
friends. That I may be understood as to the 


“definite point upon which I rest the question of 


privilege, 1 again call attention to the emphatic 
Janguave used in the article of the Union to which 
I refer: 

“In one word, protection and obedience are reciprocal 
and inseparable, and those who, like the Abolition incendi 
aries, Parker, Phillips, GippiInes, and others, are inces 
sanuy prociaiming their hostility to the laws and Constitu- 
tion, and stimulating men, women, and children to violate 
them as a sacred duty, in my opinion, have no claim to the 
protection of those laws or that Constitution.”? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, here is a distinct,a palpable, 
an obvious invitation to assassins and mobocrats 
to perpetrate personal violence on members. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon, (interrupting.) I de- 
sire to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether he 
feels that he is in danger of personal violence, or 
of assassination ? 

Mr.GIDDINGS. My friend from Oregon will 
excuse me from answering that question, as l 
think he has norightto putit. I[ will say, how- 
ever, that I fear for the dignity of this body, if 
not for my ewn safety. I entertain fears for the 
character of the American Congress, and for the 
maintenance and security of its rights? 

Mr. LANE. Willi the gentleman allow me to 
interrupt him again ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE. I did not distinctly hear the gen- 
tleman’s answer, but I will say this to him, that 
1 am certain he is in no danger of being personally 
maltreated. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. I donotthank the gentleman 
for an assurance of that kind. 

Mr. LANE. 
hurt him. [Laughter.] 
ever said than that 

** Conscience makes cowards of us all.”’ 
But there is no danger of my friend from Ohio. 
He will not be hurt. (Laughter. ]} 
go security for his safety. We may thus save 
time, and proceed to other business. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, I could not 
hear very distinctly the observations of my friend 
from Oregon, though | have no doubt that what- 
ever he said was said in the kindest terms and 
with the bestintentions. I understood him, how- 
ever, to say that he would go security for my 
personal safety. I am much obliged to him, but 

have not yet asked for that. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, to resume the remarks 
which I was making when interrupted. I was say- 
ing that the editor of this paper has pronounced 
myself and others without the pale of the law, liable 
at any moment to be shot down by an assassin, 
whenever he sha] please to perpetrate the work 
of murder 6n ouf persons. 
the Administration, whose organ this paper is, and 
for the supporters of that Administration, to say 


whether editors of this character shal! be main- || 


tained by this body, and admitted to privileges in 
this Hall. If the Administration is to be sustained 
by braggarts and bullies, the country should 
kuow it. 

In reply to my colleague, [Mr. Ops,] when he 
talks of my speech in Boston, be it understood, 
in the first place, that I have served too long in 
this body to permit him or any other man to call 
me from the question before us to any newspaper 
reports of what 1 said in Boston. f soches what 


I pleased, and am responsible for it in the proper 
mode; but what I may have said there does not 
authorize the assassin to enter this Hall to slay me 
or my fellow-members. My colleague has not the 
power to dictate to me what I shall say, and when 
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| self than for the body. 


... || Hall from the contamination of such editors. 
1 am confident that nobody will || 


Nothing truer has been | 


] propose to 


It remains, sir, for | 


Oe 
___ Sune 8, 


bility of maintaining, of encouraging, an cuits 
like him who controls the Washington Union ~ 
whether he will exclude such men from this He. 
I care not whether you are Whigs, or Free-ol. 
ers, or Democrats, I desire each to express 7 
own sense of moral duty, of self-respect, con 
be entered upon our records, and go forth to 4), 
people. Let gentlemen come up and place their 

' names before the country, and let the people ‘te 
whether we tolerate a man who puts forth wack 
an article as that which has been read. Let ind 
member speak to his constituents; let them and 
the country understand our action, our own senss 
of prgpriety. 

Sir, [ see my colleague (Mr. Oxps} is ready t, 
speak upon this matter. I want him to eXpresg 
his views in relation to it, and I desire to hear his 
views in relation toit. I wish to ascertain whether 
he would sustain a man, as officer of this body 
who invites assassination, because I orsome othe. 
member has spoken severe things of members 
in Boston or elsewhere. Does he advocate :), 
maintenance of rowdies and bullies here to prevent 
members from doing what they please? Why. 
sir, | said nothing in Boston that has not bess 
substantially uttered in this Hall on repeated op. 
casions. But I shall not enter upon that subje; 
at this time. I will, oma proper occasion, mee 
my colleague on that subject; but I am not noy 
on trial; Mr. Nicholson is the man now befor 
us. We will try him, and then my colleague may 
arraign me if he pleases. But now, | will Not per. 
mit myself to be drawn into a discussion of any. 
thing I have said in Boston, or here, or elsewhere. 
yet I will say that my colleague does not happen 
to possess the power to read me out of the pale of 
human society. 

It has been suggested that the article complained 
of is not editorial; that it appears under another 

name. Why, sir, | shall not stand here to argye 
before the American people the question that an 
editor is responsible for matters he puts forth, 
The presumption is that he wrote it underanother 
name for the very purpose of excusing himself 
before the public. He has placed it there, he has 
sent it before the American people, proclaimed it, 
and must be held to the same responsibility a 
though it were written by himself. Indeed, the 
presumption is that he wrote it. 

Mr. OLDS here obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle 
man from Ohio permit me to refer to the case of 
the Tribune reporter? 

Mr. OLDS. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. That case had nothing of aprir- 
ileged character in it. Here is the record: 

«* Mr. SawYeERr rose, and, by leave, made a personal er- 
planation in reference to a letter from this city, whieh had 
appeared in the New York Tribune, purporting to be a de- 
scription of some of the personal habits of Mr.%8., and 
otherwise of a scurrilous and abusive ebaracter. 

“ The reason assigned by Mr. 8. for bringing the matter 
before the House was not to ask any interference on! 
part, but to say that he had been unable to fix the letter 0 
any individual; the one who was the reputed correspondent 
denying the authorship, and gave notice that in future whea 
attacks of this kind were made upon him he should take 
the matter into his own hands.’’ 

The reporter does not go into explanation 
further than necessary to render intelligible the 
subsequent action of the House. 

‘Mr. BRINKERHOFF Offered the following resolution: 

* Resolved, That the reporters or lJetter-writers of We 
New York Tribune be expelled from this House. 

* And Mr. B. demanded the previous question. _ 

“Mr. Wasuineton Hunt moved to lay the resolution ” 
the table, but subsequently withdrew that motion, remar 
ing that his only reason for making it was to give time 0 
explanation to the editor of the New York Tribune. 

The previous question was seconded, and the mail 
question ordered. 

‘‘ And after a good deal of conversation, and some co” 
fusion, the resolution was adopted by the following ao 

The vote stands—12] yeas, 49 nays. Upon 
that resolution I voted in the affirmative, and te 
gentleman from Ohio voted in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chai 
_ that this isa privileged Cine , is not based upoe 

what appears in the Union newspaper. ok 
based upon the matter embraced in the resol 
tion offered by the gentleman from Ohio, which 
to expel from the Hall of the House the editors ° 
|| the Union, who are entitled to the privileges of th 

I have no design to occupy the time of the || Hall under the law of the House. sili ae 
House. All I ask is, that gentlemen shall place || Mr. JONES. The editor of the Union 1s 

their names upon the record of yeas and nays, in || titled to the privilege of the Hall, as I ee 
thi case, that each shall say, in distinct language, | it, not as an officer elected by this House, = 7 
whether he will take upon himself the responsi- |) one of those to whom, un er a standing rwe 





I shall speak, and whaPlanguage [ shall utter. I 
have been, as I said, somewhat too long in this 
body to allow gentlemen to rise here, and under- 
take to crack their whips over me in this style. 
** Go tell your slaves how choleric you are, 
And make your bondsmen tremble.’’ 

3ut do not as freemen with such language 
as that,as though we were unacquainted with our 
rights, or did not know how to maintain them. 
The amount of his argument is this, that I said 
that which he deems wrong in Boston; therefore 
the printer of this House may call on rowdies and 
blacklegs to commit violence on my person; and 
tell them that | am beyond the protection of law. 

No, Mr. Speaker, let it be understood that, 
whatever I may say, or wherever I may say it, I 
am responsible to gentlemen whom | assail and 
to the public, in the same manner that other men 
are; but lam not outlawed, and made the legiti- 
mate object of murder, on account of a speech 
in Boston, or here, or anywhere. | am amember 
of this body, by the grace of God, and by the 
aid of an enlightened constituency. And being 
here, it is my duty to maintain, as far as in me 
lies, the rights, the privileges, and dignity of this 
body. If gentlemen may pronounce me an out- 
law, they may pronounce every other member an 
object of murder. Indeed, the question has al- 
ready arisen whether members are to be driven 
from their propriety by editors who play the 
whipper-in, and attempt to hiss on their blood- 
hounds. Shall members here appear in their seats 
armed and prepared to protect their persons from 
violence? That now appears to be the question. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, {Mr. Cuineman,] and the 
gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. Lane,] let it be 
understood that | do not call for protection for 
myself. But lI seek protection for the dignity and 
rights of this House. | say in plain, distinct, and 
definite language, that I ask the body to protect 
itself, its dignity, its honor, and the purity of the 
representative character of the nation. Every 
member has the same interest in the subject which 
Lhave. They will be affected to the same extent, 
and, in voting, will incur the same responsibilities 
which I must meet. It is true | am the person 
particularly assailed. My name is used; but the 
act, the threatened violence, is intended to affect 
all, to affect the entire body, the whole nation. 

My resolution asks no more protection for my- 
It seeks to purify this 


And here let me say, that if [ recollect aright, 
my colleague over the way [Mr. O.ps] voted to 
exclude the reporter of the Tribune. Iam not | 
certain about it, but speak from my present im- | 

ression. And if my memory serves me aright, 
fe voted to exclude from this Hall the corre- 
spondent of the Tribune, for holding up a colleague 
of ours to ridicule. And all persons connected 
with that paper were also excluded from this Hall 
vy the same resolution. I have had no time to 
refer to precedent; I speak from recollection; but 
I am perfectly conscious that | speak accurately. 

And here | will reply one word to the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Mituison.] The reso- 
lution before the House is in the precise order, 
and in the exact language, I think; I drew it from 
memory, and I may have possibiy varied in some 
words from the resolution which excluded the re- 
porter, and all persons connected with the New 
York Tribune on a former occasion,and which was | 
carried entirely by the votes of the Democratic 
| party of this House. The gentleman from Virginia | 
{[Mr. Mixtson] insisted that the editor might be 
expelled, but not the reporters. I know not who | 
the reporters of that paper are. They may be || 
my warmest friends. But are the agents of this 
paper, a paper in which this assault is contained, 
_ through which it iscommunicated to the country, 
to be allowed the privileges of this Hall? The 
object of my resolution is to stamp the paper with 
our disapprobation; to say to the country we will | 
allow no persons connected with such a paper to 
enjoy the privileges of this Hall. itis on account 
of the character of the paper, on account of the | 
editor whose agents they are, that we would ex- 
clude them from the Hall. . 
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a House, the Speaker is authorized to assign 
ts within the Hall. 
Mr. OLDS. My colleague has warned me 
hat he has been foo long a member of this House 
+ to be acquainted with the privileges which he 
snally holds in consequence of being a mem- 
‘of the Congress of the United States; too well 
iow himself to be called in question here for 
he has pleased to say elsewhere. 
I do not propose to call him in question. 
propose to arraign my colleague before 
this House a } 
his colleagues had given votes upon this floor 
under the influence of bribery and corruption. 


° 


. In the first place, pun 


-e from him, after having thus slandered his 
, to call in question A. O. P. Nicholson 
for what appears in this morning’s Union. I 
bad grace from one who could leave his 
agues with a friendly farewell, and then, when | 
hundreds of miles distant from them, attempt to 
strike them, assassin-like, in the dark; to strike | 
not in their person, oh, no; my colleague 
is a man of peace; but to strike them in their rep- | 
utation; to strike them behind their back; to strike 
them before an audience of strangers, where he | 
knew they could not be heard in defense; to strike 
them with accusations which he knew to be false, 
false in their inception, and false in their utter- | 


‘¢ The halter, then, they may escape. 
be done—break them on the wheel of public opinion.” 

That is what my colleague undertook to do. 
He went to Boston to break them down on the 
wheel of public opinion. 
todo so? By branding them as bribed; by making 
charges which he knew, in giving them utterance, 
were false; as I said before, false in their ince 
tion, and false in their utterance. 
the wheel of public opinion ! 
hood my colleague, and ttiose associated with him, 
opinion, as 
against his colleaZues in his Boston speech, and 
then break them down on its wheel! 
cannot reach such men by law. 
the courage to strike personally in the dark; but 
they have the courage to strike reputations in the 
dark. They have not the courage to apply the 
torch of the incendiary to the Capitol; but they 
have the courage to go to Boston, and there stab 
reputation in the dark, calling on the country to 
break honest men’s reputations on the wheel of 
public opinion, and then to skulk into this House 
and claim that the printer of this Heuse shall be 
For having given utterance 


But one thing can 
How did he undertake 


Break them on 
Yes, sir, by false- 


nee" . 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Will my colleague allow | 
me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. OLDS. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 
for himself, or for others? 
Mr. OLDS. 


They have not 
Does my colleague speak 


Ay, Mr. Speaker, do I speak for 
myself, or for others? I tell my colleague that 1 
eak for myself and for others. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
Mr. OLDS. 


That will do. 

I speak for myself and for others. 
I speak to my colleague and to others. 
say | donot say in the dark. 
city of Boston, where | can be surrounded by an 
Abolition mob, to protect me in what I say. || to the truth, so far as my colieague and those as- 
sociated with him are concerned, in relation to this 


1 do not goto the 
expelled—for what? 


What I say, 1 say here upon the floor of the 
American Congress, for my colleague to hear, | 
and for the American people to hear; and I say 
that he who comes upon this floor and claims pro- | 
tection, under the fear of personal violence, should 
not be the man to go, and, assassin-like, seek to 
stab his colleagues in the dark. Sir, the man who 
says that he cannot be held responsible for slan- | 
ders uttered elsewhere against his colleagues— 


Mr. Speaker, I feel that I ought to ask pardon 
of this House and of the country for having said 
what I have said in relation to this matter. 

g s - 
shearer wae a eats dete Sieetee ae || English, Etheridge, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
House, every attack made upon him by the 
lovers of the Constitution, and upon the fanat- 
slanders,! repeat, sir, false in their inception, and || icism of the party with which he operates, by 
either the Democratic or the Whig party, only 
existence except in the distempered imagination of || helps to build him up, and return him constantly 
my colleague—ought not to receive from this House || to occupy a seat on this floor. 
protection either in his person or reputation. 


false in their utterance—slanders which had no | 


Talk about pre- 
|| serving the dignity of the House—what, after 
But, sir, my colleague says that he does not | receiving a virtual expulsion, he can come back 
here year after year to hold a seat on this foor! 
brings this matter before us that the House may || Ay, and if I mistake not, he talked in Boston 
about attempting to kick the South into the sup- 
port of right measures on this floor. 

Kick them into indignation. 
Well he knows how to do that. 
He knows, by personal experience, what it is to 


speak from fear—fear of personal violence; he | 


take care of its own dignity. 
memorable occasion this 
care of its dignity. Yes, sir,the House did tinder- 
take to preserve its dignity when the conduct of | 
that colleague of mine was such that, under a vote 

of censure by this House, he thought fit to resign || be kicked into indignation. [{Laughter.] 
1 said before, every word uttered in relation to this 
marks that my colleague was not expelled, but | matter only tends to make my colleague stronger; 
and perhaps that was his object in bringing the 


The House, to preserve its dignity, passed | matter before the House. 
resolutions censuring m 


the man who was kicke 


If 1 recollect, on a || 
louse did tr 


Mr. OLDS. 


his seat upon this floor. A friend near me re- | 


only resigned his seat. Yes, sir, I so understand 
It is not personal vio- 
His peace notions 
is not a war 
He never voted for a war measure; and if 


colleague; and he, like || lence that the member fears. 
down stairs, coolly re- || would protect him from that. 
marked that he left before the row commenced. || man. 
(Great laughter.] Perhaps the same course now || you had an altercation with him, it would be 
would greatly tend to the dignity of this House. 
[have already said that he who comes here 
to make accusation against his fellow-members, 
or against the officers of this House, ought to | 
come with clean hands and a pure heart. 
the gentleman do so? 


coffee for two instead of pistols for two. 
laugh.] Begging pardon of the House for thus 
noticing my colleague, I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I hope my colleague will 
thdraw that motion, so as to afford me an op- 
those of the gentleman’s colleagues whom he has || portunity of replying to him. 
vilified and slandered, who voted in opposition to | 
him on a recent measure, felt the same personal 
fear of violence that he has manifested, they could 
not claim the protection of this kody? 
they would scorn to do it. 


I would ask whether, if 


Mr.OLDS. My colleague had bette: say what 
he has to say in Boston. 

Mr. HUNT. I think the gentleman ought to 
1 know |! be heard in reply to his colleague. 


Like honorable men,| Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I hope my colleague will be 
they will and can protect themselves. Havethey || as generous to meas I was to him, in affording 
not been threatened with personal violence? Did || me a moment’s repl 
hot the organ of a fanatic party in this country 
call on the incendiary to apply his torch to this 
Capitol, that its inmates might perish beneath its | on the motion of my colleague. 
crumbling ruins? Did the fanatics stop there ? || 


et me read what the gentleman’s colleagues—I || 


Mr. CAMPBEL 


. Give him fair play. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The resolution was again read. 
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do not mean his colleagues updn this floor, but!) Mr. WARREN. [ask for the reading of the 
his colleagues in fanaticism—say on this subject. t 

Here is what Cassius M. Clay says, spenking of 
gentlemen from the North who voted for the Ne- 
braska byl: 

** What, then, shall be done ? 
ish the traitors, as an exainple for all future times. 
honestly believe that ezeru man of the free States who voted 
for the repeal of the Missouri restriction deserves death. But 
there is no legal way of inflicting the penalty—the halter, 
then, they must escape. 

So thought Horace Greeley, and therefore he 
for saying in Boston that others of || would have the incendiary apply the torch to the 
Capitol of the country, that its inmates might 
perish beneath its crumbling ruins. So think Cas- 
But I think, and I will say, that it comes in bad || sius M. Clay, Wendel Phillips, Theodore Parker; 
and so think the strong-minded women of the 
North with whom they are associated. 


article in the Union to which the resolution refers. 

Several Memners objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suppose that if we vote 
down the motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table, we can have the article read again. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it would 
not be in order, if objection be made, both papers 
having been read. Does the gentleman from Ohio 

| (Mr. Campsett] ask a vote of the House upon 
the propriety of having the article read? 

_ CAMPBELL. Ido. I move that it be 
read. 


The question was taken upon Mr. Campse.y’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 


The article was again read. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Ops’s 
motion to lay the resolution upon the table; and 
there were—yeas 77, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Caruthers, Chrisman, Clark, Cling 
man, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edmundson, 
John M. Elliott, Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, Hamilton, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hillyer, Houston, 
George W. Jones, Kidwell, Letcher, Lindley, Macdonald, 
McDougall, MeMutlin, Macy, Maxwell, John G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, John Per 
kins, Phelps, Powell, Preston, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, 
Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Sin- 
gleton, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Warren, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Benton, Campbell, 
Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Dick, Edmands, Everhart, Good- 
rich, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Howe, Hunt, Knox, Lindsley, 
McCulloch, Norton, Parker, Pringle, David Ritehie, Rus 

) sell, Sapp, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Upham, Walley, and 
Tappan Wentworth—29. 


No quorum voting. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I move that there be a 
call of the House. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
twenty-four members answered to their names. 
The following are the names of the absentees: 


Messrs. Thomas H. Baylv, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Bissell, Bliss, Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamber- 
lain, Chase, Chastain, Churchwell, Craige, Cumming, 
Thomas Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Thomas D. Eliot, 


Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Grey, Grow, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hibbard, Hughes, 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kit 
tredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lyon, McNair, 
MeQueen, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, May, Meacham, 
Middieswarth, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Andrew Oliver, 

| Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Phillips, Pratt, 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Rogers, Rowe, Sa- 
bin, Sage, Shower, Skelton, William Smith, Snodgrass, 
Sollers, Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, David Stuart, 
John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, 
Witte, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, in the chair.) he Doorkeeper will 
now close the doors. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If we have a quorum 
present, I hope that all further proceedings in the 
call will be dispensed with. I make that motion. 

| The question was taken on Mr. Crineman’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So all further proceedings under the tall were 

|| dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
now is on laying the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Guppives]} upon the table; upon 

| which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 79, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C,. Allen, 
Willis Alien, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barkedale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caruthers, 

| Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edimund- 
son, Ellison, Ewing, Faulkner, Goode, Green, Greanwood, 
Hamilton, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Letcher, Lindley, 
Macdonald, MeDougall, McMullin, Macey, Maxwell, John 
G. Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, 
| Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Preston, 
| Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Stratton, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Warren, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—79. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Benton, Campbell, Cook, 
|| Corwin, Crocker, Dick, Edmands, Everhart, Giddings, 
| Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Howe, Hunt, Knox, 
| Lindsley, Mayall, Norton, Parker, Pringle, David Ritchie, 
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Russell, Sapp, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Thurston, | 


Upham, Walley, and Tappan Wentworth—3l. 

No quorum voting. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are several members 
here who happened to be out when their names 
were called. We can get a quorum ina few min- 
utes more. 

Mr. ELLISON. lIask the yeas and nays on 
the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I withdraw the motion to ad- 
journ, and move that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. ILrenew the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ELLISON. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken on Mr. Rircnie’s 
motion, there were—yeas 32, nays 81. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAVEN. 

The SPEAKER. There is not. 

Mr. HAVEN. I intended to make a motion, 
if there was a quorum, to get rid of the business 
before us. . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
now is upon the motion made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Barees,] that there be 
a call of the House. 


Upon that motion I demand 


Is there a quorum present? 


The question was then taken; and the motion | 


was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
adjourn, and | hope the motion will be agreed to, 
with the understanding that we adjourn ti!] Mon- 
day next. [tis very evident that you cannot keep 
a quorum for five minutes at a time, and itis, 
therefore, of no use for us to stay here, as no 
business can be transacted without a quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
man from Ohio make the motion that the House 
adjourn till Monday? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not. 
tion to adjourn, with the understanding that we 
shall not come back here to-morrow, or the next 
day, without a quorum. 

"he SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion can- 
not be made with any such understanding. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I am aware of that; but I 
hope that will be the understanding. 

Mr. HILLYER. Has the House done any 


business since the vote was taken upon the last | 


motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A motion has 
been made and agreed io that there be a call of 
the House. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Camp- | 


BELL’s motion; and it was agreed to. 
And thereupon (at ten minutes after two o’clock, 


p. m.) the House adjourned till to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 9, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wituiam H. Mirevrn. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Superintendent of Public 
lrinting, submitting estimates of deficiencies in the 
public printing; which, on motion, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

LEGISLATIVE ACTS OF NEW MEXICO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from William S. Messerva, Secre- 
tary of the Territory of New Mexico, transmitting, 
ig compliance with the requirement of the fourth 
section of the organic law of that Territory, two 
copies of the laws passed by the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico at its | 
last session, begun on the 5th day of December, | 
1853, and closed on the 2d day of Paar 1854. 

Referred to the Committee on Territories. 


DEATH OF HON. JOHN F. SNODGRASS. 


Mr. FAULKNER then rose and said: Mr. | 
Speaker, at the request of some of my colleagues, 


Prayer 


I make a mo- | 


| yer. 


and with the concurrence of all of them, I rise to || 


discharge the eee Office of announcing to | 
this House the death of Hon. Joun FryarrSwop- 
@rass, late a Representative in Congress from the | 


eleventh district of Virginia. This painfui and | 
unexpected event occurred in Parkersburg, on 
Monday, the 5th day of the present month, it is 
said, while engaged in the trial of saan 
cause in court. ‘The deceased left this city on the 
evening of the 30th of May, to pay a brief visit to 
his family, and to attend some of the courts of his 
district. He bade us adieu on that day, to ali 
human eyes, certainly to mine, in a better condi- 
tion of bodily health, than he had at any time 
enjoyed since he first assumed to discharge his 
duties in this Hall. This wasa subject of remark 
and congratulation both by himself and friends on 
that day. And yet, in the brief space of one week, 
we were hssteol ox the intelligence that he, too, 
had contributed another trophy to the remorseless 
triumphs of the grave. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is the fifth occasion, since 
the commencement of the present session of Con- 
gress, that some surviving member of this body 
has been called upon to perform that duty which 
I have risen to discharge to my departed friend. | 
Kine, ATHerTON, CAMPBELL, MuHLENBERG, and 
Snoperass, have all in the brief period of a few 
months passed from the fretful scenes of public | 
life, leaving nothing behind them but the memory 
of their virtuous deeds. The Northand the South, 
the East and the West, have each in their turn 
been called upon to contribufe a victim to the com- 


|| mon destroyer of our race, and to mingle their | 


griefs at the fall of some lofty column that graced 
this temple of representative freedom. Sir, we 
have in all this much to admonish us of the van- 
ity and emptiness of all human honors, and of 
all earthly aspirations—much to bring with im- 
pressive eas to our minds, ‘‘ what shadows we 
are,and what shadows we pursue’’—and to chasten 
our thoughts for a higher, purer, and more perma- 
went inheritance in regions beyond the grave. 

Mr. Sxoperass was a native of the county of 
Berkeley, and State of Virginia, born within two 
miles of the place of my own birth and “present 
residence. He was one of an extensive family 
residing in that portion of Virginia—a family, | 
whose ancestors were among the early settlers of 
that picturesque and productive valley, and some 
of whose descendants stil] occupy their ancestral-| 
homes, engaged in the quiet oi keane pur- 
suits of agricultural life. He was born on the 
2d day of March, 1804, and was thus in the fifty- 
first year of his age at the period of his death. 

My acquaintance with the deceased commenced 
atan early period of my life—immediately after | 
my return fromcollege. He had then finished his | 
course of preparatory study, under the guidance 
and instruction of General Boyd, an eminently | 
successful member of the Virginia bar; and he had | 
commenced the practice of his profession as a law- 
The cheerfulness and vivacity of his temper 
at that period of his life, before disease had pre- 
maturely furrowed his cheek, and saddened the | 
expression of his face, made him a gentral favorite 
with all classes of persons; whilst the ardor and 
enthusiasm with which he dedicated himself to 
the labors of his profession, aided by an anxious | 
circle of influential friends, soon gave hima com- | 
manding position in the practice of the courts. He 
pursued his profession in his native county some | 
five or six years, when, contrary to the adviceand | 
wishes of his friends, he removed to Parkersburg, | 
a prosperous town in Western Virginia, situated 
on the Ohio river, where he continued to reside to 
the period of his death. 

In his new location in Western Virginia he 
rapidly achieved for himself an honorable profes- | 
sional fame. 
to a great extent so now, the life of a circuit 
court practitioner in that portion of Virginia, | 
when in full business, was one of great endurance | 
and toil. His theater of practice was necessarily | 
large, few facilities for rapid and comfortable travel 
existed, and a large proportion of the most im- | 
portant causes involved the complex and recon- | 
dite refinements of the law of real estate, rendered | 
doubly and trebly obscure by the fluctuating and | 
inconsistent statutory enactments of our State for | 
the last seventy years. This field of practice 
reared a body of acute and subtle practitioners in 
the law of real actions, that might have done | 
credit to the Court of Common Pleas in England, | 
during the palmiest days of Hargrove or Fearne. | 
Against this formidable array of intellect and | 


1 skill, Mr. Svopcrass determined to enter the con- 


test for professional eminence and emolument. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_ahigh and elevated position 


, tions he had become familiar. 


June 9, 
And it is no mean praise to say that he maintained 
ev r0sIt amongst his riys| 
at the bar—rising daily in the confidence and 7” 
teem of his fellow-men, and realizing, b hi, 
arduous and unwearied labors,a fortune suff . 
to relieve his widow and infant children fieaiin 
dependance upon the cold and unfeeling ch Ay 
of this world. _ 

Mr. Snoperass had no fondness fo 
and exciting scenes of political life. His naty: 
instinctively recoiled from its bitter and sep “om 
animosities, and he looked with horror up, 
treacherous and deceptive quicksands. 
domestic in all his tastes, he found his Creates: 
solace in the society of his own family circle an 
in those holy cares of home education ang , 
struction by which a parent best fulfills the obf. 
gations imposed by nature and by God. The la y 
was his favorite field of usefulness and employ. 
ment. With all its numerous and refined distin, 

! r. In its unimpas. 
sioned contests it was his delight to mingle, Th 
excellence in that department he had discipline 
all his faculties; had fashioned all his habits os 
thought, and concentrated all the energies of his 
mind. There he felt himself at home, and there he 
found a premature grave. And yet, sir, notwith. 
standing his strong aversion to public life, occa. 
sions did’ occur, in which, from the confidence “4 
posed in the soundness of his judgment and jn th. 
inflexibility of his princi. and in consequence 
of the strong appeals addressed to his sense of 
duty as a citizen, he was constrained to abandon, 


r the Noisy 


Selesg 
upon ite 
Eminently 


| fora time, his favorite pursuit, and accept of ge. 


vice upon a higher theater of action. 

The first of these occasions ta which I allude 
was the convention which assembled in Richm ad 
in the fall of 1850, to frame a new constitution of 
government for the people of Virginia. The public 


mind of that State had long brooded in sullen dig. 


content over the evils incident to the then existing 
government, and nothing short of a radical ani 


| fundamental change in its whole structure, could 


satisfy the progressive aspirations of a people who 
felt that their energies were held in subjection by 
artificial restraints, inconsistent with the true 
principles of republican freedom and equality, |t 
was well known that great questions—embracing 


| all the organic principles of popular government, 


with all the necessary safeguards for the protec. 


| tion of property—involving a sectional transfer of 


| solution in its action. 


political power from the east to the west—would 
engage the deliberations of that body, and finda 
Mr. SnopGrass was 2 
member of that convention. lL also had the honor 
of a seat in that body, and I will not revive by 
any review of its proceedings, those exciting and 
absorbing topics, which at that time so fearfully 
agitated the popular heart of that Commonwealth. 
[ts result was one of the proudest triumphs of the 


| principles of popular government which the recoris 


| as a speaker in that convention. 


tice to his district. 


In those days, and | presume it is || 
whelming triumph of his views. 


of history can attest. A revolution, as decided in 
its results as any of those which for the last cen- 
tury have deluged the monarchies of Europe with 
blood, passed off under the influence of the ac 
knowledged principles of popular supremacy * 
quietly and tranquilly as the most ordinary county 
election. Mr. Snoperass was not distinguished 
I have no reco!- 
lection of hig appearance upon the floor, except 
upon one occasion, and then he was drawn from 
his habitual silence by some local distribution 0! 
representative power which he believed did inju* 
I well remember his effort 00 
that occasion. It was earnest, emphatic, and 
forcible, and was followed at the time by the over 
But, althouga 
not distinguished as a speaker, the soundness 
his judgment and the unshaken fidelity of bi 
course to those cherished principles of represet'* 
tive government in which his section of the Stl 


_took so deep an interest, gave value to his coun 


sels, and caused them to be eagerly sought after 
by those associated with him in action; and his 
friends may proudly point to the record of his voles 
in that body as evainees of the just diserimin® 
tion, the clear-sighted sagacity, and of the inflex- 
ible adherence to principle which marked his op!" 
ions and conduct during all the trying scenes of 
of that protracted and exciting struggle. 

In May, 1853, Mr. Swopcrass was elected : 
Representative in Congress from the _elevent 
district of Virginia. e reached this city at the 


| opening of Congress in feeble health, which caused 
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him to be much absent from our deliberations; 
_nd it was only a few daysago, before he left this 


ew for Virginia, that he seemed to realize the pros- 


+ of a speedy restoration to his usual state of 


neaith. . : . . 
Se a member of this body, his course is famil- 


to all who hear me. No onecould fail to have 
boon favorably impressed by his modest ahd un- 
’ trusive deportment, by his courteous and gen- 
‘jemanly bearing, and by the uniform kindness of 
pis manner. If he has added nothing to the fame 
of Virginia by intellectual exhibitions upon this 
goor, he has detracted nothing from her pure and 
lofty escutcheon by his conduct in this Hall, or 
sisewhere. If not a conspicuous, he has, so far 
as his health permitted, been a useful and atten- 
ye member; and if Virginia holds within her 
mits, sons of higher eloquence and genius, she 
can point to none more true and loyal to all of her 
cherished principles than him whose loss from her 
nyblic service we this day deplore. 
Mr. SNopGRASS Was not a brilliant man. His 
friends would scorn to dishonor the memory of 
one so distinguished for truth, by undeserved 
nraise after his death, such as would not have 
been held to have been just, if pronounced while 
alive. But although nota brilliant man, he was 
eminently a good man; he was an honest man, 
scrupulous in the discharge of all of his public 
and private obligations, charitable and benevo- 
lent in his feeling, firm in his friendships, and faith- 
ful to all his associations. And, sir, when the 
places which know each and all of us now, shall 
know us no more, forever, on this earth, it will be 
a source of proud consolation to our children and 
friends, if we shall leave a,record as free from 
blemish and reproach, as that which will univer- 
sally be accorded to the late Representative of the 
eleventh district of Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the House has heard with deep regret the 


announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun Frvyart 
Sxyoperass, late a member of the present Congress, and 


from asincere desire of showing every mark of respect due | 


to his memory, will wear crape on the left arm for thirty 
days. ; J 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 
the deceased; and that as a further mark of respect this 
House do now adjourn. 


Mr. LETCHER said: The cordial intimacy 
and sincere friendship and confidence which has 


existed between my lamented colleague and my- | 


self, will prove a sufficient excuse, igindeed any 
be necessary, for adding a few remarks to the elo- 
quent, appropriate, and deserved tribute which has 
just been paid to his character and his virtues. 
Our acquaintance commenced in the year 1850, 
when we met in Richmond to enter upon the dis- 
charge of the important public duties which had 


been assigned to us, as members of the Virginia | 


Reform Convention. In that body as in this we 
sat side by side; there as here we formed part of 


the same mess, and the acquaintance then formed | 


soon ripened into an intimacy and cordial friend- 


ship that has strengthened with each successive 
year. 


The sad news of the death of our colleague 


came upon us all most unexpectedly. Though 
he had been in ill-health for some time past, yet 
he had recently improved so rapidly that we cher- 
ished the agreeable hope that he would soon be 
restored, and that his friends, and family, and 


country, would enjoy the benefit of his sound , 


judgment and practical wisdom for years to come. 
When he left this city,@n the 30th of May, I 
know he fondly anticipated a speedy restoration 
to health, and an early return to his public duties 
with renewed vigor. When we parted, it occurred 
to neither of us that it was a final separation in 
this world. There was a buoyancy of spirits, and 
a gaiety and sprightliness in his manner and con- 
versation, that I had rarely seen him exhibit be- 
fore in our intercourse. Little did [ then think 
that these indications were the bright flashes of a 
light so soon to be extinguished in death. But 
alas! such they were! 

_He was a man of great purity of character and 
singleness of purpose. 


the public men of our day and generation. Prin- 


ciple was the chart which regulated and governed | 


his conduct and controlled his action. No man, 
either in his public or private action, was less in- 


here was nothing of || 
that selfishness and cold calculation about him || 
which is often, too often, visible in the conduct of || 


fluenced by what the cold, selfish, and calculating 
world has been’pleased to designate as expe- 
diency or policy. 

Among all my friends there was not one who 
possessed nobler traits of character. He was a 
man of generous and manly impulses—the sternest 
integrity, personal, professional, and political. In 
his friendships he was ardent, faithful, and sin- 
cere. In all the relations of life, as citizen, hus- 
band, parent, he was a true man, scrupulously 
exact in the discharge of the obligations due to his 
country, and the duties due to family, friends, and 
neighbors. He enjoyed in a most remarkable 

| degree, the confidence, respect, and esteem of all 

} who knew him, and particularly of that commu- 
nity in which he lived; as is strikingly illustrated 

| in his professional and political success. He has 
never, I believe, been a candidate for office with- 
out being successful. 

I feel that | have lost a devoted friend, whose 
confidence I enjoyed, and whose sound judgment 
and practical advice has often been of the greatest 
service to me in times of trial and embarrassment. 
No one can regret his death more sincerely than 
I do, and no one outside of his immediate family 
circle will feel his loss more sensibly. But he is 
gone, and we must bow in humble submission to 
that Providence which disposes all things wisely 
and well. 

This sudden and®unexpected death of one so 

| universally esteemed, should admonish us of the 
uncertainty of life, and should lead our minds to 
| solemn reflections. 

‘* Passing away,’’ is written in strong and legible 
| characters upon the world, and all the world con- 
tains. Look around you, an’ wheresoever the eye 
| rests, those startling words attract the vision, 
and admonish man that his days are few. We 
see generation follow generation in the. sad and 
| solemn march to the tomb. How quickly, how 
| unexpectedly, the spell is dissolved, that binds us 
to those we love, respect, and admire for their 
| virtues, their intelligence, their patriotism. The 
beauties of the year fade, and its bounties perish. 
| The loveliest scenes of nature lose their power to 
, charm and to delight. The religions of one age 
| pass away, and are succeeded by others entirely 
| different in character, in form, and in belief. The 
| human governments of one day are exploded by 

others in rapid succession: 
‘¢ Like bubbles on the sea of matter borne, 
They rise, they break, and to that sea return.’’ 
We feel, therefore, that those solemn words, 
‘* passing away,”’ are stamped with fearful distinct- 


ness upon everything around us, and upon all of | 


us. Each day impresses upon our minds the 
stern reality, that there is but a step between us 
and the grave, yet we live, we move, we act as if 

| the services in which we are now so busily en- 
gaged were nevertohaveanend. Westand upon 
the grave of our fellow, and yet we seem not to 
realize the great truth, that we too must, in a 
brief spate, slumber beneath the same sod. 

Let us then strive to profit by the lesson which 
the sad, sudden, and solemn death of our col- 
league teaches. Let it admonish us, 

‘That man’s uncertain life 
| Is like the rain dropp hanging on the bough 
Amongst ten thousand of its sparkling kindred, 
The remnant of some passing thunder shower, 
That have their moments one by one to fall ; 
And which shall soonest lose its perilous hold, 
We cannot guess.”’ 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 

| tions were unanimously agreed to. 

And thereupon (at half past twelve o’clock) the 

| House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
| o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 10, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
| A message was here received from the Senate, 
'| at the hands of Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Sec- 
| retary, informing the House that the Senate had 
| passed a bill of the House for the reljef of Thomas 
razer. 
|| Mr. MILLSON. As there is probably not a 
uorum present, and as a vote on laying on the 
\| table the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio 
|| (Mr. Guopines] might disclose that fact, and com- 
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pel a precipitate adjournment, with a view to save 
a day for the public business, now pressing, | move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hple on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bocock 
in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose they had under consideration the Pacific rail- 
road bill, upon which the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Sincveron] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I did not expect to ad- 
dress the committee to-day, and if there is any 
other gentleman who would like to do so, | will 
yield the floor with the understanding that I shall 
occupy it on Monday next. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi abandon the right to the floor? 

Mr. CHASTAIN. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, | would like to occupy 
a few minutes of the time of the committee. 

Mr. SINGLETON. lI have not troubled the 
House at all during this session, and | would be 
very much gratified if the committee would allow 
me to speak on Monday next. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in the power of 

| the Chair to say that, under any circumstances, 

the gentleman from Mississippi shall be entitled 

| to the flooron Monday, for some other gentleman 

may occupy the chair. The gentleman from 

| Mississippi, if he yields the floor, must take his 
| chance with other gentlemen. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I yield the floor, then, to 

| the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Cuastrarn.] 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Mr. Chairman, | desire to 
make a few remarks on a subject which, in my 
opinion, is second, in political and commercial im- 
portance, to none before the country. The recent 
seizure of the Black Warrior by the Spanish 
authorities at Havana, the many insults and 
wrongs imposed upon our merchants and shipping 
at that port for a series of years, together with 

‘| the disposition manifested by certain foreign Pow- 
| ers to interfere in all that concerns our intercourse 
| with, or policy in regard to Cuba, combine to 

make it essentially necessary that prompt and de- 
termined action should mark our diplomacy with 
| Spain, in relation to the future possession of that 
island; in other words, and in plainer language, Mr.. 
|| Chairman, whether Cuba is to remain the prop- 
|| erty of Spain, or whether, by fair and honorable 
means, it shall be transferred to the United States! 
| If to remain the property of Spain, the time has 
arrived, sir, when our intercourse with that island 
| should be regulated by treaty, guarantying to this 
| Government privileges, in a commercial sense, the 
most liberal conceded by one Government to 
another; a protection of the rights of slaveholders 
there, (such as Spain, I fear, will never grant;) 
and providing for prompt indemnity, without a 
resort to the Spanish Court, whenever undue ex- 
| actions, or wrongs, are inflicted upon either our 
shipping or our citizens. And if, sir, the contrary 
is to be the policy of our diplomacy in relation to 
Cuba—that is, if the *‘ stars and stripes’’ are to 
| wave where now the Spanish flag indicates whose 
|| property itis—then let it be upon ascale marked, 
not only by strict regard for national and personal 
rights, but let it be characterized by a liberality 
which shall show to the world, that while com-~ 
mercial and political necessity forces upon our 
| Government the possession of another’s property, 
the necessities or weakness of that other shall 
| prove her protection against injustice. 

Of the two policies thus indicated, sir, } am de- 
cidedly for the latter. The time has arrived, Mr. 
Chairman, when the great interests of the coun- 
try demand that Cuba shall change hands. This 
is demanded as well by social as by commercial, 
agricultural, and political interests. Notwith- 
standing these, sir, 1 am aware that the proposi- 

| tion will be dissented from and opposed in certain 

uarters, with a zealand spirit displayed often upon 
this floor in days long past, as well as on a more 
| recent occasion. But what of this, sir? Opposi- 
tion was made to the acquisition of Louisiana; 
opposition was made to the acquisition of Florida; 
opposition was made to the annexation of Texas, 

| to the war with Mexico, the indirect or direet con- 
| sequence thereof; and to the acquirement of Cali- 

‘| fornia and New Mexico. 
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Let us look to the results of all this. Mr. | 
Chairman, all who supported those measures look | 
with pride to the fortunate and’ glorious results 
attending them, while those whoso vainly opposed 
wonder at the progress which the country has 
mude—at the prosperity resulting from each of 
those measures, the wisdom and importance, of 
which are so clearly discerned and so universally 
acknowledged. Doubtless the United States would 
be a flourishing Republic, her limits still bound by 
the French and Spanish possessions on the Mis- 
sissippi and the Gulf of Mexico; doubtless our 
Government would indicate an enviable prosperity | 
without Oregon, California, Texas, or New Mex- 
ico. But, while admitting this, what aspect does 
she present to the world with her present limits? 
Look to the cane and cotton lands of what were 
once the French and Spanish possessions! Look 
to the soil of Texas, and the gold, silver, and 
other minerals and agricultural products of Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico! Look to Oregon, and 
then compare the original ‘* Thirteen”’ and their 
possessions with the United States now and her 
possessions! Who so weak, Mr. Chairman, as 
not to perceive and acknowledge that the policy 
which brought about this change was that of 
wisdom? Who so skeptical as to doubt that 
it was what some term destiny, but which, in 
my humble judgment—and I say it with due rev- 
erence—-was the work of an overruljng Provi- 
dence? 

Sir, two hundred years ago, oppression drove 
to the American continent a people, whom force | 
could pot utterly subdue, but who sought in a 
land far from that of the oppressor, a home where 
peace should supplant strife, and liberty despot- 
ism. And isit not soeven now? The oppress- | 
or’s scourge is still driving from the Old to the 
New World a people who regard our political 
liberties as inestimable privileges, and Republican | 
institutions with enthusiasm and reverence. Go | 
to the wharves, sir, of our great commercial marts, 
and not, as in old times, by tens and by hundreds | 
do they reach our shores, but by thousands and | 
tens of thousands. From our already overgrown | 
cities these people, Mr. Chairman, seek the far | 
West, and not even the most distant Territory 
but evidences that the tide of emigration will soon 
make ‘‘ the wilderness blossom as the rose.’’ Cut 
off from resources such as the policy of territorial 
acquisition has provided, and what would now be | 
the condition of things? On all sides of us, sir, | 
save where the waves of the Atlantic roll, there | 
would now be a population, and a growing | 
one, recognizing crowned heads as their rulers, | 
or a people contending with monarchs, for lib- | 
erty of conscience, speech, and the press—at | 
the best, apeople, who, having thrown off the | 

oke of foreign oppression, have established 
Re »ublics for themselves, thus dividing a power 
and prosperity now all our own. It might be, 
sir—and I call the attention of gentlemen who have | 


been opposed to our acquirements of territory to 


this particular remark—it might be, sir, that we 
should see a Confederacy of States organized with 
an eye to the protection of their peculiar agricul- 
tural interests and domestic institutions, having | 
exclusive privileges of trade with foreign Govern- | 
ments, by which the great mechanical and manu- 
facturing interests of the North would be greatly 
depressed. Mr. Chairman, in making these re- 
marks, | wish to be distinctly understood as not 
desiring to witness such a state of things. Iam, | 
and have always been,a Union Democrat. As 
long as we of the Seuth, and they of the North, 
can hold together upon rights guarantied to each | 
by the Constitution, I am here, there, and every- | 
where, ready to ‘pledge life, fortune, and sacred | 
honor,’’ in the maintenance of this Confederacy. | 
But it is a great misfortune for gentlemen who 


have any regard for the existence of this Union, || 


to suppose that such a feeling is to be used for the | 
base purposes of the designing, or to countenance 
fanaticism. It can only be used, sir, to maintain our || 


charter of rights—the Constitution of the United || 


States—and when it ceases to do this, I am for || 
such government as will most likely secure the || 
prosperity and happiness of the people whom I 
and my colleagues of the South represent. 

Well, sir, having, at greater length than I in- |) 
tended; referred to the policy of our acquisition of || 
territory, and the glorious results therefrom, dis- || 


cernible to every eyes I come now to the consider- || 
ation of someof the reasons which induce me to | 
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urge upon this committee the acquisition of Cuba 
from Spain, by negotiation with her Spanish Ma- 


|| jesty, at the earliest practicable period. 


The Africanization of Cuba, Mr. Chairman, 
whatever may be said to the contrary, 1s contem- 
plated. Yes, sir, here in the United States it 1s 
advocated; and it is doubtless designed by France 
and England. ‘There is no time, on this subject, 
to dally ordelay Far be it from me, sir, to trifle 
on this matter, or to apply what may be conceived 
improper epithets, to Powers not represented on 
this floor. But, sir, this is the time to seize the 
* Bull’? by the horns, and to show to the * tri- 
color’’ that the ** stars and stripes’’ are destined to 
wave where either Spanish, British, or French in- 
fluence dares to interfere with the principles and 
settled policy of our Government. Fanaticism 
may set its hand to stay this work—for what may 
itnotdo? But with regard to Cuba, ere the con- 
templated outrage shall be perpetrated, the blood 
of thousands upon thousands shall deluge that 
beautiful island, and the sons, and even sires of 
those who at Buena Vista, Vera Cruz, Chepulta- 
pec, and Cherubusco, achieved immortal renown, 
shall whiten the sands of her plains. Such an 
assault upon the social relations and domestic 
institutions of the South, as the Africanizing 
Cuba, even deliberation upongit by foreign Pow- 
ers, should not be tolerated for a moment, North 
nor South. That it is contemplated, testimony is 
abundant; and such being the fact, it is time for 
those in this House, and elsewhere, who are de- 
voted to the maintenance of this Confederacy upon 
just principles, to express their abhorrence and 


disgust of so obscene a violation of social life and | 


domestic decency, and to act accordingly. 

Mr. Chairman, the time for action is propi- 
tious. Look to the condition of affairs in Europe. 
France, England, and Turkey are at war with 
Russia. Harsh things have been said, sir, of this 
last named Power; but, in my humble opinion, it 
is more sinned against than sinning. At the outset 
I confess that my sympathies were with Turkey; 
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by all parties, to be the best for Govern 
it is for individuals. 

Mr. Chairman, before I leave this subject, } 
desire to say a few words more in relation to th 
relative position which England and France rom 
to Russia in the war now progressing, |; ie 
charged, sir, that it is aggressive on the part of 
the latter. Whatever of truth there may be j 
this charge, it must be admitted that it j ; 


ments, ag 


8a Polic 


| equally aggressive that involves in it England and 


France. The true secret of their interference is 
commercial supremacy. These Powers 
for supremacy on the land and supremacy on the 
seas. They can brook no rivalry, and having, ag 
they anticipate doing, subdued Nicholas, the 
will undertake to cripple our commerce, and take 
Cuba into their own keeping. Shall we then suffer 
their one-sided statements of Russian aggression 
to prejudice the minds of our people} and the dis. 
claimers of intended interference with Cuba, put 
forth by irresponsible sources, to blind us for » 
season, and until they have done with Russia? | 
hope not, sir. The public mind has already been 
led astray by the artifices of these two Gover. 


, sir, are 


/ments. The war in which they are engaged jg ¢s. 


séntially one for their own aggrandizement, Sym. 
pathy for the Turks is of trifling import with them, 


| Nor should sympathy, sir, blind us to the fac 


that Russia is now engaged fighting an enemy 
whose diplomacy is now, and has been for some 
time past, directed to the destruction of the domestic 
institutions of the South—the Africanization and 
ultimate possession of Cuba. Itis time, then, sir 
for our Government to be up and doing. [tis 
time to banish all sickly sympathy, to extend the 
right hand of fellowship to friends, and to un- 
sheath the sword for foes; to wish Nicholas gyc- 
cess, and to France and England defeat! 

I deem it, Mr. Chairman, unnecessary to pre. 


sent in detail the proofs which, for days past, 


have been multiplying relative to the diabolical 


|scheme of Africanizing Cuba, entertained by 


but my judgment, the result of calm reflection, | 


tells me to side with Russia. Our people, Mr. 


Chairman, have never suffered oppression at her | 


hands. Our domestic institutions have never been 
assailed by her. Our diplomatic relations have 
ever been friendly, and marked by a due regard 
for the rights of each. Our commerce with that 
nation is at once extensive and profitable. From 
Turkey we have nothing to expect, and nothing 
to exact. Her figs we are willing to transfer to 
England, and her dates to France. 
a nation we shall not infringe upon, nor to pro- 
tect them would I consent that this Government 
should form any entangling alliance. In 


land, to the extent which it has gone, between 
Russia and Turkey, requires justification. At 
any rate, it is my opinion that the cause of Russia 
should, by this Government, and by our people, be 


respected, if notsupported. Show methe instance | 


where Russian aggression upon our commerce has 
not been promptly atoned for. 


ful attention, and a just response. 
to American liberty are France, England, or Tur- 


key, than is Russia? Whose population crowd 
our shores more than that of Great Britain, seek- 


ing shelter from oppression? Whose hard-earned | 


dollars, by every steamer that leaves our shores 


|, are mailed, with religious punctuality, to relieve | 


an oppressed people, but those of the Irish immi- 
grant, who never forget father, mother, nor coun- 
try? No, sir, our relations with Russia should 
be most friendly. It may be possible that ere long 
her enemies will be our open and declared foes. 


| The continued agitation of the slavery question, 
in Great Britain, particularly, and the interference | 


of that Power and France, with our relations with 
Spain, in all that concerns Cuba, admonish us to 


respectand maintain friendly relations with friends, | 


and to guard against foes. Avnd if, in our efforts 
to procure the cession of that island, we are to 
come into collision with either England, or France, 


or both, let the strife come, and the sooner the 


better. While the armies of the Czar are enter- 
taining the French and English in the eastern, the 
United States will be prepared to tender them a 
banquet fit for heroes, in this western hemisphere. 
And I have no doubt, sir, that when it is all over, 
the mind-your-own-business policy will be admitted, 


my | 
mind, sir, the interference of France and Eng- | 


Show me the in- | 
stance where complaint bas not received respect- | 
It is true, sir, | 
that Russia is a despotism; but what better friends | 


Spain, France, and England. As far as circun- 
stantial evidence can be received, even by the most 


| incredulous, it has already been presented to the 


Senate ; and is of itself sufficient to induce this 
Government to demand the cession of that island 


| to the United States. 


But our commercial interests demand this ces- 


sion also. The Black Warrior case, Mr. Chair- 
_man, is bygone among the many outrages per- 
petrated our citizens, and our commerce, by 


| the authorities of Spain at Havana. 


Her rights as || ber and history of these would make a volume. 


| 
| 
} 


| 





} 


all this? 


| few hours’ sail of our own shores! 


The nun- 


In Executive Document, of the present session, 
No. 36, a volume of three hundred and seventy- 
eight pages, the Secretary of State, in communi- 
cating to the President sixteen cases of outrage 
upon our commerce and citizens at Havana, com- 
mencing with that of the Crescent City, says, 


| that ‘* Papers in reference to other cases are in the 


course of preparation, and will be laid before the 
President as soon as they are completed.” Now, 
sir, is it not outrageous, in an age enlightened like 
this, that the peaceful pursuits of commerce are 
to be embarrassed, within a few miles of our own 
shores, by a Government like Spain? That citi- 
zens of this Republic are to be immured in cells, 
upon suspicion of wrong, by the most jealous na- 
tion under the sun? Think you, Mr. Chairman, 
that Spain would dare to act in this wise, did she 


| not feel encouraged by a guarantee of some sort 


on the part of other Qgwers ?—Powers, sir, envi- 
ous of our prosperity, and who only bide their 
time to strike a blow for the possession of that 
same island! And are we tamely to submit 
For one, sir, | say, no! Better that it 
should be sunk in ** the deep bosom of the ocean, 
than that it shall remain a barrier to our com- 
merce, a place of refuge for our enemies within ® 
Our policy, 
and our commercial enterprise, acknowl ged to 
be beneficial to the whole human family, must not 
be restrained by crowned heads. We shall main- 
tain this position, Mr, Chairman, or we shal 
neglect our own interests. Weshall maintain this 
position, or we shall fail in the performance of a 
duty we owe to commerce and to ourselves. 

Sir, the great interests of agriculture are als0 
involved in this matter. The Africanization of 
Cuba will materially interfere with the domestic 
institutions of the South, and the culture of her 


great staples, cotton and rice. This, sir, woul 


est, upon which we depend, in the 


affect the 
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10 i for wheat, corn, and stock. All these in- | by discussing those questi@ns. I would, if the | ing the United States mail from New Orleans to 
’ saat would be affected by such a calamity; and || committee had been in a proper humor, have en- || Louisville, in 1833. Thecommittee have reported 
Th d years would pass ere the country, if it || deavored to sh@w that these grants of land are || ajoint resolution for his relief, which, together 
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%) as yeortid, would recover from the shock such an || proper in t®emselves, and that it is peculiarly | with the report accompanying it, | move may be 
se aoe Leak produce. | proper to makea grant of land tothe Iron Mount- laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
> the Political considerations, Mr. Chairman, also || ain railroad, which runs through my district. I _ The joint resolution was read a first and second 
bear demand prompt action on the part of our Govern- should have addressed the committee upon the time by its title, as follows: 
It is ment to secure the possession of Cuba. It 1s subject of public lands generally, and endeavored Joint resolution for the adjustment of the ac- 
oe “ile, sir, to waste words in connection with this || to convince them that the public lands should be counts of John B. Colmoniel. 
. ‘ branch of the subject. American policy must || ceded to the States in which they lie, but I pre- || Ihe SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
oliey irevail on this side of the Atlantic. Spain must || fer writing out the remarks which I would have Massachusetts [Mr. Upuam] desire that the reso- 
Hand yield Cuba to the United States, and England || made upon that subject, and now ask the consent | !ution be laid on the table, or that it be referred ? 
Ne ig and France must acquiesce. Such concession || of the committee to do so. ae Mr. UPHAM. My desire was, that the report 
are cannot but be for the benefit of the commerce of the TheCH AIRMAN. _ There being no objection, | from the committee, together with the joint reso- 
1 the world; and who will reap, of all Europe, greater || the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Carurners] | lution, should be printed and brought to the 
ot advantages from it than these two FE owers? If || has the assent of the committee to publish his | knowledge of the House, and that, with the con- 
they cupidity tempt them, however, to induce Spain | remarks. The question now recurs upon the mo- || sent of the House, it might be put upon its pas- 
take to barter her rights to them, let them take the || tion made by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. | sage, as it is a joint resolution for the adjustment 
uffer consequences ! And should Spain be weak enough || Y ATES,] to strike out the word ** fifteen ’? in the of accounts by the proper officer. 1 will, how- 
Sion to refuse liberal compensation for Cuba, she | first section of the bill, and insert the word “‘ six- | ever, adopt the course which may be considered 
dig. also must take the consequences ! It is necessity | teen. most proper and suitable. I therefore move that 
put that demands the sacrifice on her part, and that | Mr. LATHAM. [I believethe gentleman from || the joint resolution and report be referred to the 
or a sacrifice will redound to the benefit of the whole || Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] made a motion that the || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
ve human family. — ; ; committee rise. and ordered to be printed. 
Deen With these views, Mr. Chairman, I ardently The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from The motion was agreed to. 
ern. hope that those to whom are intrusted our diplo- Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] made that motion, but Mr. OLDS. i am very anxious to report back 
68. macy with Spain, will direct their attentiongat | he subsequently withdrew it. from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
ym- once, and withoutdelay, to the acquisition of Cuba. || Mr. WALBRIDGE. I| move that the com- || Roads a bill which passed this House, and which 
em, That there shall be no dallying, but a frank and || mittee rise. has been returned from the Senate with an amend- 
fact open diplomacy ; calling upon Spain to name her || The question was taken; and a division being || ment. I presume there will be no objection to it; 
my terms, and if within the bounds of anything like || had, there were—ayes 61; noes not counted. and if the House will listen, they will probably 
me reason, to accept them. If not, to make her the || So the motion was agreed to. concur in the amendment of the Senate. If there 
Stic most liberal proposition ; and ifthat be refused, and | The committee then rose; and the Speaker be any objection made, however, | will not at- 
nd nothing else will do, as a matter of self-preserva- | haying resumed the chair, the Chairman reported tempt to report it now. 
ir, tion, | go foran undisguised, open war, for taking || that the Committee of the Whole on the state of Mr. ORR. [ think it better not to have it re- 
is Cuba by force oferms ! ‘ the Union had had under consideration the Union ported now. I object. ! 
the Mr. WALBRIDGE. I do not desire to ad- | generally, and particularly House bill No. 295, Objection being made, the bill was not reported. 
n- dress the House to-day, and | therefore move | being a bill to authorize the construction of the Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
ic that the committee rise. Pacific railroad, but had come to no conclusion for the District of Columbia, made an adverse re- 
The question was taken; and the motion was || thereon. port upon the memorial of Professor J. C. F. Sal- 
disagreed to. b omon, asking a charter for a company to supp! 
i, . Mr. WALBRIDGE. Then am I forced to || BEPORTS OF COMMETTSRS: 5: the-clesneun of Wanbinnten ned Semen 
2) go on? | Mr. GREENWOOD. Lask the permissionof | a supply of pure and wholesome water; which 
y The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot || the House to enable me to present a report or two | was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
te be forced to speak unless he chooses to speak. | from the Committee on Indian Affairs, with a view Mr. DAVIS also, from the same committee, 
8t [tis not in the power of the ELlouse to force him || that they may be appropriately referred. reported the following bill; which was read:a first 
Ne to speak. [Laughter. ] || TheSPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | and second time by its title, referred to the Com- 
is Mr. WALBRIDGE. I did not expect to be || reports will be received. mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
d called upon to speak to-day, and as I intend to Mr. COBB. I have had considerable complaint | ordered to be printed: 
speak from notes, [ shall be under the necessity || urged against me for the course I pursued the A bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to es- 
- of relinquishing the floor. I ask the privilege of || other day in objecting to reports being received || tablish an auxiliary watch for the protection of 
r- doing that, if it is according to custom. from the various committees, with a view to their | public and private property in the city of Wash- 
te The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has cer- || appropriate reference. I desire to ask pardon of | ington,” approved August 23, 1842. 
y tainly aright to relinquish the floor, but he will || the House for making an objection then; and | Mr. HAMILTON, from the same committee, 
. resume his position on the floor with other mem- || now make the motion that the House to-day con- | reported the following bills; which were read a 
, bers, and must take his chance with others to get || sume an hour or two in receiving reports from | first and second time by their respective titles, re- 
, the floor again. || committees, and giving them their appropriate |, ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. Well, I should like || direction. I propose that the committees shall be || ordered to be printed: 
very much to speak on this question early next || called on now for reports, and that such bills as A bill granting certain additional powers to the 
, week, || do not give rise to debate shall be read a first and | corporation of Washington; and 
. The CHAIRMAN. Unless some gentleman || second time and referred. A bill for the relief of William G. Howison. 
desires to address the committee, the Clerk will | Mr.HAMILTON. Asthecommittee of which Mr. HAMILTON also, from the same com- 
, proceed to read the bill by sections. || I am chairman—the Committee for the District of || mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition 
Mr. LETCHER. To save time, I move to |} Columbia—is one of the first to be called, and as || of one hundred and sixty-nine citizens of Niagara 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. || | have several bills to report which I propose to || county, New York, for an act to remunerate Sol- 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. It is very || have put upon their passage, I must object. omon Northrup for his services as a slave, and to 
evident that if this motion is pressed to a vote, it | Mr.COBB. Oh, withdraw your objection, and | punish kidnapping; also, to allow all persons, irre- 
| will break up the committee. As soon as there is || let us go on with business. spective of race or color, to testify as witnesses in 
a division the fact will be ascertained that there || Mr. HAMILTON. Well, I desire to know | the courts of the United States; which was laid 
| is no quorum present; and it will be necessary | whether, if the committees be called to-day so far | upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
that we adjourn or proceed only with our business || as we go, we will, when we resume the calling of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 
by unanimous consent. ‘ | the-committees on Monday, commence where we || mittee, reported the following bill; which was read 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | commenced to-day ? a first and second time by its title, referred to the 


Tennessee move that the committee rise? 


|| Mr.COBB. No, unless by unanimous consent. | Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 
Mr.STANTON. I make that motion. 


| Mr.HAMILTON. I do not speak of unani- || and ordered to be printed: 
fat consent. If the course I suggest be not A bill authorizing the Washington Gaslight 


Mr. CARUTHERS. I hope the gentleman 
from Tennessee will withdraw that motion for a || followed, I must abject to calling the committees to- |, Company to increase the capital stock of said com- 
moment. | day, for I have some bills from my committee | pany. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the motion. || which I desire to have read and put upon their Mr.SEYMOUR. Iam instructed by the Com- 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs || passage. || mittee on the Judiciary to report a bill more 
upon the motion made by the gentleman from The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent || effectually to provide for the punishment of crimes 
Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,] to strike out the enact- || of the House, that in addition to the proposition | against the United States. 
ing clause of the bill. ‘| made by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. The attention of the House was called to thie 

he question was then taken; and the motion || Cons,] the Speaker will, on resuming the call of | subject by the message of the President of the 

was disagreed to. || committees, commence where we now do. United States at the commencement of this session, 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I have no desire todetain || Mr. COBB. There can beno objection tothat. | and, more recently, by a special communication 
the committee at this time by making any ex- No objection was made. from the same source. The bill relates to crimes 
tended remarks. ‘I had desired upon some fit || The SPEAKER. Then reports are in order against the Government, and, more especially, to 
occasion to address the House upon the subject of || from the Committee on the Post Office and Post | frauds against the Pension Office. My object, at 
donating public lands for the construction of rail- || Roads. | this time, is to aac the bill, in order that it 
roads, and more particularly to the subject of a || Mr. UPHAM. I am instructed by the Com- | maybe printed, and recommitted to the committee. 


donation of public lands to the Iron Mountain || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to pre- | I do not know whether such a proposition comes 
Railroad Company, in which | feel a particular || sent to the House a joint resolution for the relief || within the purport of the arrangement which has 
interest. I shall not detain the committee now || of John B. Colmoniel, for compensation for carry- || been made in reference to making reports. 
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No objection being made, the bill was read a |, the Whole House, made the order of the day for . 
first caamenl estar its title, as follows: || to-morrow, and with the accompanfing repent | Ccutsint aan L nd Caine a ae or 
im : ’ , g || C ee on Private Lan aims will withhold mouc 
An act more effectually to provide for the pun- || ordered to be printed: theereport in that case for the present, I wo ld Mi 
ishment of certain crimes against the United A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- | g ‘ ’ , 
States. ‘i sentatives of Joseph Savage, deceased " P aah aaa — hie ry ex siy eal the com. Aff 
It was then ordered to t rinted d rec Mr. D. al fr } eae te ° Sty eomeundamne der usc aides tat a a entitl 
t was th n rder »€ printed, and recom- Mr. D, also, from the same committee, reported the committee to consider in relation to this claj asket 
mitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. adversely on the petition and papers of Captain | before it is reported. I found the paper after the farth 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, from the | Tarpley White, and the petition and papers of | committee had ordered the bill to be reported, , to th 
j Committee on the Judiciary, reported back Sen- William V. Heard; which were laid upon the The SPEAKER. If no objection is made the It 
: ate bill (No. 147) * for the relief of the legal repre- table, and, with the reports, ordered to be printed. | report made by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr M 
” sentatives ofthe late Thomas Chapman, formerly Mr. MILLSON. I presume it is the general Nicuoxs] will be withdrawn. " port 
collector of the port of Georgetown, South Caro- | understanding that in ail these cases where bills Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on P;j. not 
lina,”’ with a recommendation that it do pass. | are reported and referred to the Committee of the | yate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Tho 
Phe bill was referred toa Commitiee ofthe Whole | Whole, there are to be no motions to reconsider | Robert McGuire, and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa 0) 
House the reference on Monday next Larney; which was read a first and M 
} x “OR 1. om a ae second time : 
a Mr. PARKER, from the same committee, Mr. COBB. That was the understanding. by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole port 
; made an adverse report upon the petition of Joshua Mr. HAMILTON. Thereare tobe no motions | House, and ordered to be printed. not 
; Shaw and others, citizens of the State of Ohio, to reconsider, of course. | Mr. ORR, from the Committee on Indian Ar the 
praying for a change in the present system of sur- The SPEAKER. Such a provision, to be sure, || fairs, made an adverse report upon the resolutio v 
veying the public lands; which was laid upon the | is not‘in the order; but, so far as the Chair knew, || of the House, asking an inquiry into the ex ; N 
2 table, and ordered to be printed. that was the understanding. diency of passing a law for the paymentof claims Sen 
- M;, CUTTING, from the same committee, Mr. MILLSON. Ifa motion to reconsider be || arising out of the Black Hawk war of 1832, which tha 
weil reported back sundry petitions from various parts | made on Monday, as it is a privileged motion, it | was laid upon the table, and, together with the ac the 
" of the Union, praying for a law more perfectly to || may seriously obstruct and embarrass the public | companying papers, ordered to be printed. y the 
Sa prohibit the slave trade in the District of Colum- | business. If it be denied that the understanding | n motion by Mr. ORR, the same committ I 
'* bia; also, sundry petitions from various parts of || was as indicated, [| shall submit motions n tc s 3 ran - : we dis 
bb 5 the Union for thre peal of the fugitive adions secsanider the votes on sabeeinein and lay woud = ee tous At. Colesiecaah aun . ! 
WA which were laid upon the table, and the committee | the table. k P sking th k aetiat f ne Cher. tle 
bs eae ak cies oe | Ret 5 Rite Fi sa | okees, asking that the provisions of law of July : 
; discharged from the further consideration thereof, Mr. COBB. My understanding in making the || 99. jg48. gy, ver 
: aoe ; , x || 29, 1848, for the benefit of Cherokee Indians of 
by Mr.CUTTING. Dol understand the order of || motion which I did was, thaton Monday nextthere || North Carolina may be extended to the Chero oA 
the House under which we are acting to extend || were to*be no motions to reconsider references k : ; iti : : 
g 3 ao : : oe . eS. cees of Tennessee, and that said petit , 
ue only to the reporting of those bills which are to || Mr. MILLSON. Very well. || the table y petition lie upon Se 
we) be referred without explanation? || Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Rev- Mr. BALL. from: the same comenitece reported | 
: The SPEAKER. ‘That is the order of the || olutionary Claims, reported two bills; which were || q \i]} indemnifying Moses D."Hogan ger 
ee House. | read a first and second time by their title, as fol- | destroyed by the Indians in 1849: which as So 
en Mr. CUTTING. I have a report upon a very || lows, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, |) the first and second time by its title referred - an 
his ° ‘ : ° He , F : . : 3 he . fi § : i > 
’ important subject, which | would like to bring || made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, | Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
; ' before the House. A Senate bill, authorizing the | with the accompanying reports, ordered to be || to be printed 
H temporary lease of a building for a court-house in || printed: ‘ Mr GREE . sh 
4 Boston, was referred to the Committee on the A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas | ane ARES Ye Ceram the anthe comma be 
j <ecdon ig ‘ a oD S || tee, made an adverse report in the case of John « 
a Judiciary. That committee have instructed me |, Park, deceased; and || Johnson, asking compensation as sub-agent fo q 
to report the bill back, with an amendment in the A bill for the relief of William A. Duer, John || the Wvandott Indi pe o which ~ 
i poet te ed a € | the Wyandott Indians in 1841 and 1842; which 
, nature of a subBtitute, authorizing the President | Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the es- || was laid on the table, and ordered to be rinted a 
of the United States to purchase permanent sites | tate of Sarah Alexander, widow of Major General sie : a 
at , . a a =e ‘ : Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military b 
in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadel- |} William Alexander, commonly known as Lord | Affaire. to. which was referred -Benate bil Bi ’ 
ee to erect buildings thereon for court- || Stirling. | 162. b 2 = bill «Ff i] es lief e Colo I Al 0 E 
1ouses and post offices. Itis an important subject, Mr. CROCKER, from the same committee, re- | eaten Tt hana patie oa nlivean Webi owe . 
and | am anxious to bring it before the House at | . m ‘ : ae , Po “ . ’ = 
‘ the ae eaetilian ° . F prea — a ene a one ~“ second || on, and asked that the bill be laid on the table. 
! ser, et ? time 1eir titles, as follows, referred to a Com- S cE i 
fo Mr. HAMILTON. That will involve discus- hr he WI j Hous S d : The SPEAKER. Is there a written report P 
sf : mittee of the 10le House, made the order of the accompanying the bill? 
tion. I think it had better be referred to the Com- day for to-morrow, and, with the accompanying || Mr. HOWE. No, si : 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | reports, ordered to be printed: me : a! ae einen . 
Mr. CUTTING. It isa bill which ought not ‘A bill for the velief, of the heirs of Got. Hall, (rere eee ee 
to be referred. If its consideration be objected to, || deceased; and . > || Mr. H., from the same committee, to whom . 
. I think it had better be laid upon the table, where || A bill for the relief of the legal representatives || W8S referred Senate bill, No. —-, being a bill for 
‘ it may be cailed up aw | time. | of Henry Hoffman, deceased. the relief of Lieutenant Edward Cantwell, made 
Mr. HAMILTON. I object to that. i at . . || an adverse report thereon, and asked that the bill : 
‘ Mr. CUTTING. Then | will withdraw the |! Mr. Hf LLYE t, from the Committee on Pri- |! }¢ jaid on the table. 
¢ report. = ae ae hee oe ae ae It was so ordered. 7 
which was read a first and second time by its title : 
Mr. ORR. I would suggest to the gentleman || "” . y ’ On motion by Mr. HOWE, from th 
, ° | pPpercse ‘ Ooi ‘ e same com- 
f from New York, that he had perhaps better take || oe to b eee of the Whole House, and mittee, it was y : ' 
the same course adopted a moment ago by the || °'Gered to be printed: os Ol e bE 
4 rent . C . Mr SE a 1 || A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Rice Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
, gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr Srymour,] and | 2 ; ard eres 
i é hie bill printed and recommitted to hi || Jones, deceased. || charged from the further consideration of the proceedings | 
i have 1s Dil printed and recommitted to his com- || 4 j of a public meeting held some time since in Indianapolis, | 
fi mittee. Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, from the same |! with reference to the obstruction of travel and commerce , 
ie Mr. CUTTING. I will take that course. I || committee, reported back Senate bills of the fol- || at Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
i move that the Senate bill, as amended by the | lowing titles, with a recommendation that they do | Mr. H., from the same committee, reported a ) 
Committee on the Judiciary, be printed, and that || pass: = id || bill; which was read a first and second time by 
the bill and amendment be recommitted to that || _ No. 199. An act authorizing a patent to be || its title, as follows, referred to the Committee of 
woitrtne eer Poncin, for certain lands therein |, the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
he motion was agreed to. escribed,; '| to be printed: 
: » ij | . . 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, from the ||. No. 23g. An actfor the relief of Conrad Wheat, || Bill granting the same pay to officers of the 
same committee, reported back sundry petitions No. 154 "A ega Me ae Hered Ri hard Ki 1 Army who served in New Mexico as was granted 
of citizens of western Pennsylvania, praying for || The bill; n act for oe shee 4 aes \ing. || by the act of September 28, 1850, to officers of the 
the establishmentof a United States district court || £ the Whe le H. nore d orhened oe ara || like grade serving in Oregon and California. 
at Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania; which were || ! Me 'V Dole Klouse, and’ ordered’ to be printed. || Mr. McDOUGALL, from the Committee on 
ordered to lie upon the table, and the committee On motion by Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, the || Military Affairs, reported the following bill and 








discharged from the further consideration thereof. || Committee on Private Land Claims was discharged | 
4 Mr. DRUM, from the Committee on Revolu- from the further consideration of the petition of | ond time by their titles, referred to a Committee 
ae tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of James W. Marshall of California, praying Con- || of the Whole House, and ordered to be oye 
. Captain Nehemiah Stokely, for commutation pay; || 88S for a grant of land, in consideration of his || Bill for the relief of Lieutenant George H. Page, 


which was read a first and second time by its title, being the first discoverer of gold in that State; and | of the United States’ Army; and 
said petition was referred to the Committee of | Joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Captain 


| joint resolution; which were read a first and sec- 






































referred to a Committee of the Whole House, : " 
; made the order of the day for to-morrow, and || Claims. | J. H. Landrum, of the United States Army. 
e ordered to be printed. Mr. WESTBROOK, from the same committee, || Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. Speaker, the chair- 
hee | Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain || reported back Senate bill of the following title, || man of the Committee on Military Affairs is ab- 
Mutthew Jack, deceased; and with a recommendation that it do pass: | sent, being unable to occupy his seat here to-day. 
: A bill for the relief of the widow and children No. 257. Anact to confirm the claim of Dasuan || The second gentleman on that committee (Mr. 
he of Ezra Chapman; which received the same direc- || de la Croix to a lot of land therein described. | FauLKner] is also absent. There are very many 
tion. Mr. NICHOLS. I am instructed by the Com- || important bills which should be promptly reported 
hy Mr. D. also, from the same committeé, reported | mittee on Private Land Claims to report the fol- || by the committee, and I therefore move that the 
a bill; which was read a first and second time by || lowing bill: ouse d® now adjourn. 





p its title, as follows, referred to a Committee of || A bill for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and others. || [Cries of ‘* Oh, no!” *No!’’) 








1854. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 


motuon ° 


a — = = —— 


Well, I withdraw that 


Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred Senate bill No. 128, 
entitled ** Anact forthe relief of Hiram Paulding,” 
asked that the committee be discharged from the 
fart herconsideration thereof, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

[t was so ordered. . 

Mr. BOCOCK, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, Senate bill No. 114, ‘‘ for the relief of 
Thomas Pember.”’ 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK, from the same committee, re- 
norted back, with a recommendation that it do 
net pass, Senate bill No. 115, viz: ‘An act for 
the relief of Daniel Mickam.” 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLSON. I think in these cases, where 
Senate bills are reported back, courtesy requires 
that they should be referred to a Committee of 

the Whole House, with the recommendation of 
the committee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
disposition of them. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Bocock] if the ad- 
verse reports, in these cases, are accompanied by 

a written report? 

Mr. BOCOCK. They are accompanied by the 
Senate reports. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Are they printed? 

Mr. BOCOCK. They are. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the committee make 
any written report? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Not at all. 

Mr. MILLSON. If we had a quorum here I 
should have no objection to these bills and reports 
being laid upon the table. But as there is not a 
quorum present, to lay them upon the table is 
equivalent to their rejection. It is final action, 
and that, too, by less than a quorum. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have no objection to their 
being referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, with the recommendation of the commit- 
tee that they do not pass. They will then come 
up regularly for consideration. 

No objection being made, the last two bills re- 
ported, with the recommendation of the committee, | 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOCOCK. There have been several 
memorials referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs asking for pensions as invalids. The | 
committee considered them, and came to the con- | 
clusion that they did not legitimately belong to 
that committee; they therefore directed me to ask 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged 
from their consideration, and that they be referred | 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The following memorials were accordingly re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs discharged there- | 
from: 

Petition of Charles H. Robinson, a naval pen- 
sioner, for increase of pension; 

Petition of Eli Darling, for pecuniary aid, in 
consideration of the loss of his eyes while in the | 
service of the United States, at the naval station | 
of Brooklyn; 

Petition of Benjamin Cressey, for a pension as 
an invalid seaman, from wounds received during | 
the late war with Great Britain; and . 

_ Petition of William Gore, for a pension in con- 
sideration of injuries received while in the Dart- 
moor prison ship. 

Mr. BOCOCK, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the Senate bill entitled ‘An act for 
the relief of passed midshipmen George P. Welsh 
and Clark H. Wells,’’ with arecommendation that 
it do pass. 

Referred to a Committeeof the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have in my hand a bill, in 
reference to which, before | make a report upon | 
it, 1 desire to make an inquiry of the Chair. The 
House has agreed to receive the report of bills 
which do not give rise to debate. If a report eli- 
cits debate upon this occasion, it cannot be made 
to the House. I have a bill here which I wish to 
report to the House, and to move that it be referred || 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and printed, | 
and then let te motion lie over. 


I have no objection to that 


“—— 
i 
| 
| 
' 


| proper consideration. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Let it be referred back to 
the committee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
back, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then, as there is objection, I 
report a bill entitled ** An act to reorganize the 
Navy of the United States.” 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MACDONALD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back the following bills; 
which were referred toa Committee of the Whole 
H: use, and ordered to be printed: 

S.No. 30. An act forthe relief of Thomas Mars- 
ton Taylor; 

S. No. 31. An act for the relief of purser Fran- 
cis B. Stockton; and 

S. No. 113. An act for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers and seamen of the 
United States schooner Grampus, who were lost 


I do not want it referred 
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Sa 


This information is of great importance, and is 


in that vessel in March, 1853, near the coast of | 


the United States. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. The chairman of the 
Committee on Territories is not present, and | do 
not know whether I shall succeed in the motidn I 
wish to make. I| do not know that this is a 
proper time to make the motion, but the object | 
wish to accomplish is an important one, and [ 
hope the House will indulge mein it. I desire to 
set apart two or three days of next week’for the 
consideration of Territorial business. 

Several Mempers. Oh, no; donotdo that! 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Oregon, that if he should succeed in his 
motion, he would accomplish nothing by it. The 
bill which is already a special order in committee 
would take precedence until it is disposed of. 

Mr. LANE. 
gentleman. 1 want to talk a iittle. [A laugh.] 
Ibere is much important territorial business yet 
undisposed of, and there is no prospect of our 
being able to reach it at ail in its regular order 
during the present session. Now, sir, up to this 
time there has not been a single bill passed for the 
benefit of the Territory I represent. Not one. 
We have considered most of these bills in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and they are now upon the 
Speaker’s table; and unless there are some days 
set apart when we can be certain of their consid- 
eration, we shall have no further action upon them 
before the close of the session, orif there is action, 


desired by members previous to action on the bill. 
For the purpose, therefore, of having the matter 
a sen and satisfactorily understood by the 

louse, | ask that the special order be postponed 
until the first Monday in July next. 

Mr. LETCHER. We have been considering 
this bill for two weeks, and if its consideration is 
now postponed until the first of July, we shall in all 
probability have two or three weeks more discus- 
sion upon it. It was proposed the other day that 
the debate upon this measure shou!d be closed 
some day early in the next week, and the House 
brought toa vote upon it. I think it should not 
be postponed, and the House would then be 
brought to action in regard to it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. That was not proposed 
by a friend of the bill. The bill will have to be 
discussed, and that discussion, if continued now, 
willoccupy sometime. Gentlemen are anxious to 
speak on it, and unless the course suggested be 
pursued they will proceed to address the commit- 
tee on Monday next. Is it not best to have the 
discussion when all the facts are laid before us? 

The SPEAKER. This discussion is irregular 
and out of order. The Chair must insist on gen- 
tlemen preserving order. 

[Cries of ** Withdraw the objection !’’] 

Mr. LETCHER. I will not withdraw my®b- 
jection. I cannot see why any one measure is 
entitled to all the consideration of this House to 
the exclusion of others. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I am in hopes that 
there will be no objection to fixing a day for the 
consideration of territorial business. rl 

The SPEAKER. Is the objection made to the 


| gentleman’s proposition withdrawn? 


I do not yield the floor to thé || 


it will be too late .o secure the concurrence of the | 


other House. I ask gentlemen to remember what 
they said to me some time ago; how they appealed 
to me not to press this business then, promising 
that a sufficient time should be set apart for the 
transaction of-all the territorial business upon the 
Calendar. I hope the House will set apart the 
next week for that purpose. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Oregon 
must be aware that his proposition can only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. Unanimous 
consent would be required for various reasons, 
and among others for the reason that we already 
have a special order for the next week, which 1s 
not disposed of in committee. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I want to know what is 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER. Nothing. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Is not the regular order 
of business the call of committees for reports? I 
object to everything else. 

The SPEAKER. There is, however, a prop- 
osition made by the gentleman from Oregon, ask- 


| ing the unanimous consent of the House to set 


apart the next week for the consideration of terri- 
torial business. ° 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I propose to ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to postpone the further 
consideration of the special order in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
until the first Monday in July next. I will state 
to the House that my object in submitting this 


request is to secure for that measure a full and | 
I will state further that the | 
| reports upon the various surveys will probably be 


ready in about a week from this time. These 
reports will present to the House the information 
which is desired, in order to determine upon the 
practicability and merits of the various routes 
upon which it is proposed to eonstruct the road. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I am indisposed to object 
to the gentleman’s proposition; but he has time 
enough yet to make it. Wealready havea special 
order, and I, for one, am not willing to clog busi- 
ness by making special orders one on top of the 
other. 

Mr. ELLISON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported adversely on the 
petition and papers of Sarah Chesley, and on the 
petition and papers of Mary Blakeney; which 
were laid upon the table, and, with the accom- 
panying reports, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, from the same 
committee, reported back the petition and papers 
of John Marsh and others, children of John 
Marsh, for compensation for the services of their 
father in the revolutionary war; which were re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
adversely on the petition of Elizabeth Martin; 
which was laid upon the table, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DENT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on the petition of 
John Russell, on the petition of Alpheus Hill, and 
on the petition of Mary R. Adrain; which were 
laid upon the table, and, with the accompanying 
reports, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
back Senate bill No. 275, *‘for the relief of Andrew 
J. Dickerhoff;’’ which was referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 


| a bill *¢ for the relief of Oliver Brown, of Chemung 


county, in the State of New York;”’ which was 
read a first and second time by its tithe, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and or- 


| dered to be printed. . 


Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** for the relief of Edmund Mitchel;’’ which 


| was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
| ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DENT. 1 am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions to report the following 


| bill: 


A bill to provide a pension for George W. Tor- 
rance. 

I desire to say that this is a particularly merit- 
orious case. The individual for whose benefit 
this pension is intended is now in this city. | 


| would ask that the bill be taken up and passed 
| immediately, but seeing that it would be useless 


| 
H 


to do so, owing to the order of business, | would 
ask that the bill and report be printed, and that 
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they be recommitted to the Committee on Invalid | 
| 


Pensions. 


An . 
I'he bill having been read a first and second time 
by its title, was then recommitted to the Commit- | 


tee ov Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
read a first and second time by their respective 
tities, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and or- 
dered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of James Butler; 


| 


A bill for the relief of John H. Hicks, of In- 


diana; 
A bill for the relief of John Brown, 2d, of New 
Hampshire; 


A bill for the relief Mrs. Anne W. 


Angus, 


widow of the late Captain Angus of the United | 


States Navy; 
A bill for the relief of Betsey Nash; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Ellis; 
A bill for the relief of Mrs. C. S. Westcott. 


On motion by Mr. VAIL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Lydia Prather, of Franklin county, Maryland, asking that 
the bounty jand towhich she is entitled, as minor heir of 
David W. Prather, may be allowed her, and that said peti 
tion be laid upon the tabie. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, of Ohio, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Ezekiel Hook, for an invalid pension, and that it be laid 
upon the table. 

Also, thatthe same committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Sylvanus L. Hen 
derson, and thatit be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Lnvalid Pensions be dis 
charged trom the further consideration of the petitions of 
citizens of Michigan, for an extension of the pension lands, 
and of Peter H. Willetts, a soldier of the late war with 
Mexico, praying for an increase of pension for injuries sus- 
tained while in the line of his duty. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, re- 

orted back, with an amendment, Senate bill No. 
133, which was referred to a Committee of the 
W hole House, and ordered to be printed: 

An act for the relief of Lavinia Taylor. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill No. 192, ** for the 
relief of Amos Knapp,’’ made an adverse report 
thereon, and moved that it be laid on the table. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it a Senate bill on which 
the gentleman reports adversly ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it accompanied by a 
wri'ten report? 

The SPEAKER. 
port presented. 

Mr. LETCHER. And how can that commit- 
tee expect us to Know the merits of the contro- 
versy in regard to a question acted favorably on 
by the Senate, without a written report? 

The SPEAKER. There is no written report 
in the case, ‘This is a very fashionable mode of 
doing business now. 


On motion by Mr. EDMANDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the following 


petitions, and that they take the direction designated be 
iow. 


Petition of Lemuel Smith. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Petition of Margaret Bowne for bounty land. 
Referred4o the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the same committee, 
presented adverge reports on the following peti- 
tions; which were ordered to lie on the table: 

Petition of Chester Parish; 

Petition of Eunice Morrison, for arrears of 
pey due her late husband, Lieutenant Joseph 

orrison; 

Petition of Orange Mansfield; 

Petiuion of Henry Welch; and 

Petition of Horatio Seymour, for amendment 
of the invalid pension laws, 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its tide, as follows, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronough. 

Mr. EDMANDS also, from the same com- 
mitiee, reported the following bills; which were 


No; there is no written re- 


e some day. 
i] Mr. PRESTON. 


} 


i} 


|e Mr. PRESTON. 


severally read a first and second time by their titles, 
referred to a Committee of the W hole House, and 
ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Anne E. Cook; and 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Ausman. 


On motion by Mr. CHRISMAN, it was 


Ordered, ‘Vhat the Committee on 

discharged from the further considerauon of Senate bill 
No. 241) lor the reliet of James Wormeley, aud that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
siulis. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its ttle, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill to provide for taking charge of the Lou- 
isvilleand Portland canal, and to prevent the same 
from falling into bad repair. 

Mr. RLiCHIE, of Pennsylvania. As a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Roads and Canals, | have 
no objecuon to the reference which has been made 
of this bill. But to enable me to look into the 
matter, | desire to have a motion to reconsider the 
vole by which it was so referred entered. 

Mr. COBB. 
understanding entered into this morning. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 prefer that this 
matter should be disposed of now, otherwise it 
will be called up at some future time, and a motion 
made to put the bill upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 


invalid Pensions be 


a motion to reconsider is not within the spirit of 


the understanding this morning, and is not prop- 


| erly in order. 


Mr. COBB. That was so understood. 

The SPEAKER. The bill gives rise to con- 
troversy, and no bills were to be reported except 
such as should not give rise to debate. 

1 ask my colleague on the 
committee to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. RITCHIE. 1 will withdraw it. 

Mr. PRESTON. This bill was unanimously 
reported from the committee, and I think the refer- 
ence had better be changed. 
it be referred back to the committee, and that it be 
printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
course being taken. 1 do not want this bill to 
have any advantage over any other. It was not 
the intention of the agreement this morning to 
place bills in that position. 

Mr.COBB. But, if it goes back to the commit- 
tee, it is in the same position as if it had not been 
reported. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, let it go 
back without printing. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 


that several bills have been disposed of in this way 
in the course of the day. 

Mr. DISNEY. Ido not believe there is a man 
in the House to object. I hope the bill will go 
back to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and 
be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That is the proposition be- 
fore the House; but it can be acceded to only by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. JONES. I object to the printing. If it 
goes back to the committee, let them take it as it 
came from them. 

Mr. COBB. 
Tennessee, that if he objects to the printing and 
reference, the bill will be brought directly before 
the House for consideration. 

Mr. JONES. Oh, no, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion comes too late. The bill was reported, and, 
by unanimous consent, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


the reference, and to re-refer it to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. The Chair thinks the order 


to print would not be affected by the motion to 


‘| 


|| to rere ae in what form the matter 


li now stands. 


reconsider. 
Mr. JONES. Well, let it go; but gentlemen 
will find that it will come up to be put on its pas- 


My own opinion is, that the 
gentleman from Tennessee will vote for it himself 
whenever it does come up. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires the House 


he gentleman from Kentucky re- 


ONAL GLOBE. 


Such a course is contrary to the 


| therefore move that | 


I will say to the gentleman from | 


The gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania [Mr. Rircnte) then moved to reconsider || 
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ported the bill froms&he Committee on Roads and 
Canals under the order of the House made thi 
morning. Inthe ordinary course of business the 
Chair announced that, by unanimous consent it 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole py 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed 
The gentleman from Kentucky now proposes to 
change the order, and to re-refer the bil] to the Com. 
mittee on Roads and Canals. The Chair decides 
that itcan only be done by unanimous congen: 

Mr. JONES. I will withdraw my objection 
and let it go. P 

So the bill was rereferred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. BRIDGES, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, reported a * bill for the relief 
of Francis Pettit Smith;’’ which was read a first 
and second time by its title, referred to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole House, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. RIDDLE. I have no report to make from 
the Committees either upon Roads and Canals 
or Engraving, and I presume there are but fey 
other reports to be made from the committees re. 
maining to be called. 1 therefore take advantage 
of the opportunity now afforded to ask the indy. 
gence of the House, and its unanimous congep: 
to present a memorial upon a subject in which at 
least three fourths of the people of the United 
States are interested, which is of great importance 
to my own constituents, and in which I am certain 
every member of the House will feel some inter. 
est. Itrelates, too, to a subject which has several] 
times been brought to the attention of the present 
Congress, both in the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentatives, but upon which, as yet, no action 
has been taken. It is, sir, the memorial of the 
Agricultural Societies of Delaware, and of two 
thousand citizens of that State, praying the Gov. 
ernment of the United States to effect some ar- 
rangement with Peru, by which, for a just and 
proper equivalent, the Peruvian Government will 
either cede to the United States one of her giano 
islands, or, by removing the existing restrictions 
upon American vessels engaged in the guano 
trade, place the trade in that article upon a more 
just and liberal commercial basis. 

Mr. COBB. That may all be very proper, but 
let us get through with the call of committees first, 

Mr. RIDDLE. My friend from Alabama 
knows full well that if objection be made now, | 
may never have such another opportunity. | 
therefore call upon him to withdraw his objec- 
tion. The memorial could be presented under 
the rules of the House, but in that event it would 
necessarily go to either the Committee on Agri- 
culture, or the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Without intending any disrespect to those com- 
mittees, composed, as | know they are, of able 
gentlemen, and friends to the object of the peu- 
tioners, | must be permitted to say that the sub- 
ject is one of such vast importance to the agricul- 
tural interests of all the States—interests which 
have never asked the protection of the American 
Congress, but which are eminently entitled toall it 
can give, as to demand particular and specific action 
unembarrassed by the action of a standing commtt- 
tee. I shali, therefore, move, before taking my seat, 
that a special committee be raised to take the sub- 
ject in charge. If the House will gratify me in 
this particular, something may be done, either 
during this session or the next, and the lands 
|| upon the Atlantic slope, and, I may add, through- 
out the entire country, which are accessible from 
the coast, and which are now so poorly paying 
the grain and tobacco grower for his labor, may 
be enriched by the Peruvian guano, purchased, a8 
it should be, at a moderate price, and not four 
times the cost of introducing it. 

I am aware that the Peruvian Government de- 
rivesa great portion of its revenue from this guano 
trade. I am equally aware that the United States 
and Great Britain are its best customers; but in 
all this | can see no reason why that Govern- 
ment should not, for a fair equivalent, remove 
|| the onerous restrictions imposed upon it, and 
'| particularly when demanded by the people of & 
|| friendly Power. : 
| In an interview which I lately had with the 
‘| Secretary of State upon the subject; ghat officer 
|| informed me he had had the same matter under 


|| consideration, and been in correspondence with 
| the Peruvian Government, but that nothing hed 
been definitely decided. If, under these circum- 
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stances, a special committee be raised, we shall, 
hesides having a hope that something will be 
done, have the subject properly brought before 
Congress. Z ; 

| move that such committee be raised, and con- 
sist of seven members. *All the gentlemen around 
me I know to be in favor of such committee. 

There was no objection. e 

The question was taken, and the proposition, 

that there be appointed a special committee of 
sever on the subject indicated, was agreed to. 
; Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on the 
Library, submitted a report on a resolution in refer- 
ence to unsatisfied contracts for furnishing books, 
&e.; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, referred toa Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Titian R. Peale. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; which thereupon received the | 
Speaker’s signature: og ! 

H. R. No. 343. An act to authorize a register | 
to beissued to the steamer El Paraguay by a new | 
name; and 

H. R. No. 318. An act to authorize the selec- 
tion of school districts in lieu of the sixteenth sec- 
tion, within the twelve miles square reservation, | 
State of Alabama. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported adversely on the petition 
and papers of Sheonjashub Spooner, and on the 
presentment of the grand jury of the United States | 
court for the district of Wisconsin, recommend- 
ing an appropriation by Congress for the erection 
of a suitable building at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, 
tobe used as acustom-house, United States court- 
room, and post office; which were laid upon the } 
table. 

Mr. HAVEN. I want as well the ear of the 
gentleman from California as that of the Speaker. 
The Committee of Ways and Means have had 
under consideration House bill No. 90, entitled 
A bill to authorize and direct the payments of || “ sata d 
certain moneys into the treasury of the State of || *" SC: haan fe dheri } ; 
California, which were collected in the ports || Mr. a - vader adhering to what was 
of said State as a revenue on imports since the || via ena | ing. actin tee 
ratification of the treaty of peace between the c eterepreice § eee "Ge ao 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, and || C°Mmitted to the OED SE ' KPSTERGSES. 
ior to the admission of said State into the || No objection being made, it was so ordered. 
Union” and, have directed me to report it back, || Mr. F., from the same committee, reported back 
with the recommendation that it do not pass. I Senate vill No. 112, making Brunswick, in Georgia, 
understoud that the gentleman desired to be heard || ® port of entry, which was ordered to be printed 
on the subject when the report was made; and if and recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. 
it be his pleasuré, L will submit the report now. r. F., from the same committee, reported back 

Mr. LATHAM. I have nothing further to say Senate bill No. 200, ‘An act to constitute San 
in the matter. My speech has been printed and Pedro, in the State California, a port of entry and 
laid upon each member’s desk. I am willing that delivery,” and asked that it be ordered to be 
the bill shall be reported, and referred to the Com- || printed, and recommitted to the Committee on 
mittee of the W hole on the state of the Union. Commerce. 

Mr. HAVEN reported the bill back, with the | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This thing of re- 
recommendation from the committee that it do not || porting bills from a committee, and then recom- 
ass, and it was referred to the Committee of the mitting them, is all wrong. The effect of itis to 
Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the | put all such bills in advance of all other bills that 
accompanying report, was ordered to be printed. have been reported, and which have been referred 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee of Claims, || either to a Committee of the Whole House, or 
reported back the petition of James W. Breedlove, the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
late collector of customs at New Orleans, praying Union; and it affords gentlemen an opportunity 
to be refunded the amount of a judgment obtained || to put them upon their passage in the House. 
against him in his aforesaid capacity; which, with There ig no opportunity of discussing or amend- 
the accompanying papers, was referred to the | ing them in any particular, and you can do nothing 
Committee on Commerce. | but pass them under the operati@fl of the previous 

Mr. M., from the same committee, also re- || question, or vote them down. , ; 
ported back the petition of George Mowry, Esq., The SPEAKER. The Chair must rule, if 
of Pennsylvania, for compensation for services, | objection be made, that the bill cannot be reported. 
&c.; which, with the accompanying papers, was | Mr. FULLER. | submit the point of order, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | that objection was made too late by the gentleman 

Mr. M., from the same committee, made an ad- | from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones.) __ 
verse report upon the petition of Stephen Warner, The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 

of Niagara county, New York, asking compensa- || objection is not made too late. = 
tion for property destroyed by the British and In- r. FULLER. With the permission of the 
dians during the late war with Great Britain; which | Chair, and to quiet the feelings of the gentleman 


duty in the General Land Office; 

Joseph D. Ward, praying compensation forser- 
vices performed as a temporary clerk in the Clerk’s 
Office, House of Representatives, in the years 
1836 and 1837; and 

James B. Estes, of Wisconsin, asking Con- 
gress to remunerate him for property destroyed 
during the Sac and Fox war of 1832, and to com- 
pensate him for services rendered during said war. 

Mr. L., from the same committee, reported a 
bill ** for the relief of Sylvester Humphrey, and 
the heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased ;’’ 


referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. RUFFIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Ann E. 
Bronaugh, and that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back Senate bill No. 143, with an 
amendment, being ‘‘An act for the compensation 
of James W. Low and others, for the capture of 
the British private armed schooner Ann, during the 
late war with Great Britain;’? which was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, made the 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FULLER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to report the following bill: 

An act to amend the act requiring the foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress, approved lfith of August, 1842, and for 
other purposes. 

l ask that it be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and that it be printed. 

The SPEAKER. It is so ordered. 

Mr. FULLER. 1 desire to reconsider the 


motion I made. It is a matter of some import- 


members shall have looked at it 
Mr. COBB. That is contrary to the under- 
standing entered into this morning. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Coss] objects to the motion for recon- 





| 


which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
e 
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ance, and when the bill has been printed, and | 


was ordered to be laid upon the table, and be || from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,} I will say that the | 


printed. || bills I have reported and asked to have recom- 


Mr. LETCHER, from the same committee, |, mitted involve no principle and no expenditure of | 


reported back the petitions and papers in the fol- | 

ape. eases; which were laid upon the table, and 
e committee disch from their further con- 

sideration: ae i der the order of the House, the latter bill having 


money; they ney provide rules and regulations 
for the collection of the revenue. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that, un- | 
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John Wilson, praying compensation for extra !! been objected to, and giving rise to debate, cannot 


be reported. 

Mr. FULLER. Do 1 understand the Chair to 
say that the objection taken by the gentleman 
from Tennessee. |Mr. Jones} was made in seasan 
in regard to the latter bill ? 


— SPEAKER. In regaré to the latter bill 
on y 


Mr. FULLER. 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The ruling of the Chair will 
be that the bill was not reported at all, 

Mr. FULLER. Oh, very well; that is satis- 
factory. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair believes that was 
the understanding of the House. At all events, 
the Chair so understood it. 

Mr. NICHOLS. l inadvertently omitted to re- 
port from the Committee on Private Land Claims 
a bill which | now ask to present. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of A. B. Roman, of Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
am instructed by the Committee on Commerce, to 
report bills to the House on behalf of my col- 
league from Illinois, (Mr. Wentworth. } 

The following bills were read a first and second 
time by their titles, referred as indicated below, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill making appropriations for the repairs, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works hereafter commenced under authority of 
law. 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob McLellan. Re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard and 
others. Same reference. 


Mr. DUNBAR. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to report back Senate bill 
No. 67, being ‘* An act to amend an act making 
appropriations for the improvement of certain 
harbors and rivers, approved August 13, 1852,”’ 
with an amendment, and a recommendation that 
it do pass. 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNBAR. lam also directed by the same 
committee to report back Senate bill No. 243, 
being ‘** An act to establish a port of delivery on 


Lake Ponchartrain, and for other purposes,” Se 


Then | ask to withdraw that 


a recommendation that it do pass. 
Same order and reference. 


Mr. DUNBAR. I am also directed by. the 
same committee to report back Senate resolution 
for the relief of the owners of the steamer Fanny. 

Referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with a recommendation that 
it do pass, Senate bill No. 240, being ** An act 
to extend the limits of the collection district of 
Milwaukie, in the State of Wisconsin, and for 
other purposes.”’ 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. H., from the same committee, reported the 
following bill, which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed: 

A bill to constitute Keokuk and Dubuque, in 
the State of lowa, ports of delivery. 

Also, with an amendment, Senate resolution 
No. 3, ‘ for the relief of the owners of the brig 
Kate Boyd;”’ which was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and o-dered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HENN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
George Messersmith, for a patent to certain lands, and the 
prtition of Robert W. Steel, asking to be relieved from the 
erroneous location of a land warrant, and What the same be 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. COBB. I believe that we are now through 
! with the call of committees. We have done a 


pretty good day’s work. I find that there are 
many private bilis upon the Speaker’s table, and 


\ if it is the pleasure of the House, | move that the 
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House proceed to refer them to their appropriate 
committees, 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope we shall get beyond 
the Committee on Public Lands, of which the 
geptieman (Mr. Coss) is a member. I do not 
want to stop at that committee, as | am anxious 
to get to some other committees, which will not 
occupy the whole balance of the session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Call the next 
committee. 

Mr. COBB. I hope the gentleman will not 
throw any reflection upon what I have done. We 
are through with the call of committees, according 
to the unde rstanding this morning, and the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands cannot be called until we 
meet again. 

The SPEAKER. In order that gentlemen may 
understand each other, the Chair would state that 
the order made by the unahimous consent of the 
House this morning was, that the committees be 
called, beginning with the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and that such matter should 
be reported as should give rise to no debate or vote, 
and that the same should be referred; and that 
when the Chair should again resume the call, he 
should begin with the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. The Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands immediately precedes the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Therefore the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss) is not more 
interested in the proposition which he has made 
than any other member. 

If there is no objection; the bills on the Speak- 
er’s table will be disposed of in the same manner, 
either generally, or if the House prefers, such as 
relate only to private business. 

Mr. SVANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the con- 
sent of the Houseto make areportor two. They 
are not of any particular importance; but I was 
not in the House at the time my committee was 
called, 

No objection was made, 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 
charged from the further consideration of certain petitions 
for the election of Presidentand Vice President by the peo 
ple, and that the same be referred to the s®€lect couwmittee 
ov that subject appointed some time since. 


On motion by Mr. STANTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 
charged from the further consideration of certain petitions 
for the election of postmascers by the people, and that the 
same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, also reported back ‘a bill declaratory 
of the second section of an act of Congress ap- 

oved February 3, 1853, entitled * An act to con- 
&:.. half pay to certain widows and orphans.’ ”’ 

Mr. ®. said the Committee on the Judiciary 
looked upon this bill as the enactment of a new 
law upon the subject of pensions, which does not 
come within the province of our committee; we 
therefore ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill was ordered to be so referred. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back a joint resolution pro- 
viding for the election of United States Senators 
by the people; which was referred to the select 
committee appointed to consider that subject. 

Mr. S8., from the same committee, reported back 
a bill entitled ** An act for the more effectual pros- 
ecuuion of land claims belonging to the United 
States,’’ 

Mr. S. said: I will state to the House that this 
bill is a proposition to purchase witnesses and 
prosecutors by giving them a portion of the prop- 
erty to be recovered. The Committee on the Ju- 
diciary considered it to be one very improper and 
injurious in its character. They have therefore 
instructed me to reportit back to the House, with 
a recommendation that it do not pass. I move 
that it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill ordered 
to lie upon the table. 

Mr. HAVEN. Some time sinceI gave notice 
of the introduction ofa bill upon a subject of some 
consequence. It involves the expenditure of no 
money; and I now propose to throw myself upon 
the well known indulgence of the House, and ask 
leave to introduce it, simply for the purpose of 
having it referred to the Committee on ln 

There was no objection; and the following bill 
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its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce: 

A bill to amend the act entitled ‘‘ An act to 
provide for recording the conveyances of vessels, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved July 29, 1850. | 

Mr. DRUM. Among the papers of the mem- | 
ber from Virginia, lately deceased, [Mr. Snop- 
crass,] | find a bill and report from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, of which he was a | 
member. I ask leave to present itand have it re- 
ferrred. 

There was no objection, and the following bill 
was reported from the Committee on Revolution- | 
ary Claims, read a first and second time by its 
title, referred to a Committee of the W hole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed. 

A bill for the relief of Charles J. Davis, admin- 
istrator of Captain John Davis, an officer in the | 
war of the Revolution. 


BILLS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


The House, by unanimous consent, then pro- 
ceeded to take up and dispose of bills upon the 
Speaker’s table, as follows: 

An act (H. R. No. 185) granting the right of 
way to the St. Louis and [ron Mountain railroad, 
through the arsenal, magazine, and Jefferson bar- 
racks tracks. Reported from the Senate with 
amendments. 

Mr. COBB. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and that it be printed. 

Mr. MILLER. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. The bill was 
originally referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, but subsequently that committee was dis- 
charged from its consideration, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COBB. With that explanation I withdraw 
my motion. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


The following Senate bills received their first 
and second reading, and were referred as indicated: 

An act (No. 245) to amend the provisions of 
the fifty-sixth section of the act entitled ‘* An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’’ approved the 2d day of March, 1799. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

An act (No. 262) granting to the State of Ala- 
bama public lands, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the construction of a central railroad from some 
point on the boundary line of the States of Ala- 
bama and ‘Tennessee to a point on the boundary 
line of the States of Alabama and Florida. Re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act (No. 348) to grant other lands in lieu of 
certain sixteenth sections heretofore disposed of by 
the United States for other than school purposes. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act (No. 355) to authorize the purchase of 
portraits of the first five Presidents of the United | 
States. Referred to the Committee on the Li- | 
brary. 

A resolution (No. 9) manifesting the sense of 
Congress towards the officers and seamen of the 
vessels and others engaged in the rescue of the | 
officers and soldiers of the Army, the passengers, | 
and the officers and crew of the steamship San 
Francisco, from perishing with the wreck of that 
vessel. Referred to the special committee on the | 


subject. 

i act (No. 178) to incorporate the National | 
Hotel Company of€Washington city. Referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

An act (Nag 334) for the relief of Frangois 


Cousin. Referred to the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims. 


An act (No. 358) to make compensation to || 


Henry Cronchey for extra services. 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
An act (No. 352) extending in certain cases the 
provisions of the act entitled ** An act to extend 
preémption rights to certain lands therein men- | 


Referred to | 


tioned,’’ approved March 3, 1853. Referred to the || 


Committee on Public Lands. 

An act (No. 64) for the relief of the legal repre- | 
sentatives of John G. Mackall, deceased. Referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

An act (No. 175) for the relief of John Bron- | 
son. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 


OBE 
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| States Army. Referred to the Committee op 
Military A ffairs. 

An act (No. 203) for the relief of Thomas Snod. 
grass. Referred to the Committee on Militar 
Affairs. y 

An act (No. 222) for the relief of John 8. Wi). 
son. Referred to a Conmnittee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

An act (No. 225) for the relief of Isaac Coo, 
and others. Referred to the Committee of Claims 

An act (No. 231) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of John Metcalf. Referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

An act (No. 239) for the relief of Sylvester Pet. 
tibone. Referred to the Committee of Claims, 

An act (No. 240) for the relief of James Rq- 
wards and others. Referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

An act (No. 248) for the relief of William Har- 
ris, of Georgia. Referred to the Committee op 
Military Affairs. 

An act (No. 252) for the relief of the personal 
representative of William A. Slacum, deceased, 

teferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

An act (No. 290) for the relief of Rulif Van 
Brunt. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act (No. 291) for the relief of Horace South- 
mayd and son. Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

An act (No. 301) for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Thomas D. Anderson, deceased, 
late consul of the United States at Tripoli. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

An act (No. 322) for the relief of Samuel Bray, 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

An act (No. 324) for the relief of Seneca G, 
Simmons. Referred to the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs. 

An act (No. 329) for the relief of Thomas D. 
Jennings. Referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

An act (No. 330) for the relief of Juan M. 
Luco and José L. Luco. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

An act (No. 337) for the relief of Eliza M. 
Evans. Referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

An act (No. 340) for the relief of Sarah Cran- 
dall. Referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

An act (No. 374) for the relief of Sylvester T. 
Jerauld, assignee of the interest of Henry Rich- 
ard. Referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

An act (No. 269) granting the right of way over, 
and depét grounds on, the military reserve at Fort 
Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, to the Port 
Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad Company. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

An act (No. 88) for the relief of William G. 
Ridgley. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act (No. 377) regulating the time of holding 
the sessions of the districtand circuit courts of the 
United States in the eastern district of Louisiana. 

teferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act (No.378) to establish an additional land 
district in the State of Florida. Referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

An act (No. 382) further to amend the act enti- 
tled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, and to grant preémption 
rights,’” approved September 4, 1841. Referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A resolution (No. 16) manifesting the sense of 
Congress towards Commander Edward Marshall, 
commanding her Britannic Majesty’s ship Virago, 
and the officers and crew who were detached, by 
his order, for the relief of the surveying party 
under the command of Lieutenant J. G. Strain. 
| Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act (No. 372) in favor of Charles D. Arf- 
wedson. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
An act (No, 320) supplementary to an act enti- 
tled ** An act to authorize notaries public to take 
and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledg- 
| ments in certain cases.’’ Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
An act (No. 373) to ‘ascertain and adjust the 
titles to certain lands in the State of Indiana. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. As the gentleman who 
has special charge of that bill is absent, I ask that 


: An act (No. 188) for the relief of Captain Lang- || it bedeft upon the Speaker’s table, and that no ac- 
was introduced, read a first and second time by |, don C. Easton, assistant quartermaster United | 


tion be taken upon it at this time. 
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The SPEAKER. There being no objection, it 


the bill will remain upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. All the bills from the Senate 
on the Speaker’s table having now been disposed 
of, let us take up the territorial bills. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
upon the Speaker’s table will be the consideration 
of Senate bill No. 373, ‘** granting to the States of 
Indiana and Illinois a portion of the public lands, 
to aid in the construction of the Indiana and Illi- 
nois Central railroad.” : 

Mr. COBB. That goes to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. My colleague, who is 
also interested in this bill, is not here, and [ will ob- 
ject to its consideration in his absence. Let it 
‘remain on the table. J 

Mr. LETCHER. What is the reason -that 
that bill is not reterred like others? 

The SPEAKER. Because objection is made. 
The bill has been referred and reported back. 

Mr. LETCHER. The object, 1 presume, in 
leaving it on the table now, is to have it passed 
without being referred. 

The SPEAKER. For the information of the 
ventieman from Virginia, [Mr. Gercner,] the 
Chair will state that the pending motion in regard 
to the bill is one submitted by himself to lay the 
bill upon the table; and on that motion the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. As my colleague 
from the St. Louis district [Mr. Benton] is not 
here, [ ask thatthe order referring the bill granting 
aright of way to the St. Louis and lron Mountain 
Railroad Company be reconsidered, and that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If that motion be entertained, 
I will ask the Speaker also to entertain a similar 
motion in reference toa bill in which I have an 
interest. 

The SPEAKER. If objection be made to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Miter,] the Chair cannot consistently, with the 
order of the House, entertain the motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. MILLER. I only want that the bill may 
be reinstated in the position it was in, and laid on 
the table, as my colleague is not here. 

Mr. HAVEN. I understand that the request 
of the gentleman from Mfssouri is not made for 
the purpose of allowing the matter to lie over, but 
simply that the bill may be left where it was, one 
of his colleagues who had charge of it, being ab- 
sent. 1] 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous pleas- 
ure of the House that the bill referred to be placed || 
back on file on the Speaker’s table? 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE SPECIAL ORDER. 


» Mr. LETCHER. For the purpose of permit- 
ting the gentleman from California [Mr. McDov- 
GALL] to renew his motion for a postponement of 
the special order, | withdraw my objection to it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then | ask the consent of 
the House to postpone the special order on the 
Pacific railroad bill to the first Monday in July, 
for the reason that the reports of the engineers are 
about being completed, and will soon be before 
the House, so that it may understand the prac- 
ticability of the route proposed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman’s 
motion be adopted, the special order will come up 
at avery bad time. It will come up at a time 
when we have all the other business of the House 
to perform. Besides that, we have not now a 
sufficient number of members present to make a || 
disposition of this bill in any way. And I, for 
one, would prefer that there were no action taken 
on it _ at least, there were a quorum in the 


House. 
Severa mBers. That is right. I} 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish it to be under- 

stood by the gentleman from Tennessee, that all 

the friends of the measure ask for it is a full and 
fair consideration, and we will insist on that. 
Mr. JONES. Let us have enough members | 

present to dispose of it properly. I! 

THE HOOSAC TUNNEL. 
Mr. GOODRICH presented the petition of the | 

Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company fora grant 

of a portion of the public lands in aid of the con- | 

struction e Hoosac tunnel. 
The n states that the enterprise is one of 


} 





| wife and infant children. 
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the boldest and most important yet commenced in 
America, running, as it does, fifteen hundred feet 
below the summit of the Hoosac, by a tunnel four 
miles and a half in length, materially reducing the 
distance, grades, curvatures, time, and cost of 
transportation between Massachusetts, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
Vermont, and the States of New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, and the West; that it is a great national 
enterprise, essential to the foreign and domestic 
commerce of the country, to the carriage of the 
mass, to social intercourse, and of vast importance 
in time of war, and well entitled to the counte- 
nance of the Government. 

The petition further states that the State of 
Massachusetts, alihough interested in another 
and rival enterprise, has granted to this company 
a loan of the State credit to be advanced as the 
work progresses, and has thus indorsed its value 
and importance; that its feasibility has been shown 
by careful surveys and scientific research, but still 
the magnitude of the work and time required for 
its completion demand the fostering care of the 
Government. 

The petition closes by respectfully asking that 
Congress would give its countenance to this en- 
terprise by granting to the company, or to the 
State of Massachusetfs in aid of the same, a por- 
tion of the public lands, upon sych terms with 
respect to the carriage of the mails and munitions 
of war, and with such other provisions, as shall 
be considered just and reasonable. 

The petition was received, and® referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move thatthe House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock, p. m.) 
adjourned till Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 12, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Winuiam H. Micovurn. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the enrolled 
bill to authorize the selection of school districts, 
in lieu of the sixteenth sections, within the twelve 
miles square reservation, State of Alabama. 


DEATH OF HON. J. F. SNODGRASS. 


The message also communicated to the Senate 
intelligence of the death of Hon. Joun Frvyarr 
Swoperass, late a member of that House from the 
State of Virginia, and the proceedings of the 
House in relation thereto. 

The proceedings were read. 


Mr. MASON. I discharge a melancholy office, 
Mr. President, in asking the Senate to unite with 
me in the customary resolutions of respect to the 
memory of g colleague, whose death has just been 
announced from the House of Representatives. 

Truly, we cannot tell whata day may bring 
forth. But little more than one week ago, when 
the two Houses were to be for a few days in re- 


| cess, my deceased colleague took (as we all then 


believed) a short leave of his friends, availing 


| himself of that interval for a brief visit to his home 


in Virginia. His health, somewhat infirm in later 
years, seemed to have beer regenerate with the 
advancing spring, and he left us buoyant with 
hope, and rejoicing in the prospect of a speedy 
reunion with those he loved best on earth—his 
He but lived to reach 
his distant home, and once more to bless them 
with his presence. 

Death, inexorable creditor of all that live, sped 


| with him on this his last journey on earth—Pallida 
| mors aquo pede pulsat. 


et how grateful is the rec- 
ollection to those who survive, that he was spared 
a death amongst strangers, and that the devoted 


| partner of his life shared his last look in death. 


The subject of this brief tribute, Mr. President, 
Joun Fryatt Snoperass, represented the eleventh 
congressional) district of Virginia, in the House 
of Representatives. A native of the county of 
Berkeley, on the northern frontier of the valley of 
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of the Ohio, and established his home at Parkers- 
burg, in the county of Wood. 

His family are well known to me in his native 
county, occupying and cultivating their ancestral 
farms of more. than a century, among the most 
respectable and respected of those whose occu/pa- 
tion develops the full dignity of man in social po- 
sition—those who plew and till the soil that it 
may bring forth the fruits of the earth, the im- 
mediate almoners of the Deity, who has chosen 
and sent them forth as the true benefactors of their 
race; for who does not feel with England’s 
gifted philosopher, when he gave it for his opin- 
ion, ** that whoever could make two ears of corn 
or two blades of grass to grow upon a spot of 
ground where only one grew before, would de- 
serve better of mankind and do more essential 
service to his country than the whole race of poli- 


ticians put together. ** 

Educated forthe bar, Mr. Snoperass soon rose 
to eminence tn his profession, sustained and borne 
forward to success by diligence, labor, and spot- 
less integrity. 

it was my fortune to have known him in early 
life, before he sought his new home in the West, 
but his progress and advancement there were 
marked by those from among whom he had 
gone forth to the world. The charm of life to 
him was In private station. ° 

It would seem from his career that public em- 
ployment, with all its seductions for many, had 
few attractions for him. I have been informed 
that he was never a candidate for office, in its 
proper sense, yet he was a man of fixed and sta- 
ble opinion on the great measures of policy which 
divide the parties of the country—a republican of 
that Democratic school instituted by Jefferson, and 
in which Henry, Wythe, Roane, and other home 
bred statesmen of Virginia were the-iliustrious 
teachers. 

At the solicitation of his friends and neiehbors, 
he represented them, for the first time, in the con- 
vention of the State called to revise the constitu- 
tion of Virginia, in 1850. Of that body he was 
what is usually termed a silent member; with the 
flippant, perhaps a designation of disparagement; 
yet Jefferson, whose commanding intellect moulded 


| and gave being to all the great institutions of our 


popular Government, was himself always a silent 
member too. Itis said, | think, of Mr. Jefferson, 
that, on even the greatest question before him, he 
seldom made a speech exceeding four minutes in 
duration. Fortunate in a plain and sensible mind, 
not unstored with the results of reading and reflec- 
tion, my deceased friend and colleague was one of 
those who thought it safer, and perhaps not less 
seemly, rather to think and act without talking,# 
than to talk and act without thinking. 

At the close of the convention, he returned to 
the quiet of his unobtrusive life, until again, un- 
solicited on his part, he was returned to serve in 
the House of Representatives of the present Con- 
gress, and here, after an interval of some twenty 
years, | had the good fortune to renew my ac- 
quaintance with him 

He was a warm, liberal, and confiding friend, 
a sound, judicious, and informed statesman, and, 
above all, an upright and honest man. 

I offer, sir, the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate receives, with sincere regret, 
the announcement of the death of Hon. Joun Frvyatr 
SnoperRass, late a member of the House of Represent 
alives from the State of Virginia, and tenders to the reia- 
tives of the deceased the assurance of its sympathy with 
them under the bereavement they have been called to sus- 
tain. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. Snoperass, a certified 
copy of the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, As a mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 12, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wiiuram H. Mireven. 


The Clerk commenced reading the Journal of 
Saturday, when 

Mr. COBB (interrupting) said: { learn that 
there are about thirty-six pages of the Journal, al! 
relating to the reception of reports from commit- 


Prayer 


| tees, and the reference of Senate bills, which occur 


Virginia, he had removed in early life to the banks || pied nearly all of Saturday’s session. Cannot we, 
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dispense with the reading of the Journal, when it 
contains nothing else, and the reading of which 
would consume from an hour to an hour and a 
half? in order that we may proceed to business, 


and save time, | move that the further reading of 


the Journal be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER, That can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

No objection being made, the further reading 
of the Journal was accordingly dispensed with. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of a motion to suspend the 
rules of the House for the purpose of allowing the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Waxsrince] to 
introduce a resolution, offered by him some two 
weeks since, in reference to fixing the day for 
the final adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. ORR. As that resolution is one of some 
importance, and with the view of having a full 
House for its consideration, I move that there be 
a call of the House. 

Mr. MACE. Lrise to a privileged question. I 
desire to make # partial report from the Commit- 
tee on Rules, and I send it to the Clerk’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Rules, 
under the rules of the House, can report at any 
time; but the present proposition is to suspend 
those rules, and therefore the report of the gentle- 
man would not take precedence of the privileged 
question which ia pending. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
there be a call of the House; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 


hundred and thirty-nine members answered to 
their names. 

The following is a list of the absentees: 

Messrs. David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 
Rarkedale, Bell, Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Chase, 
Churchwell, Craige, Cullom, Cumming, Cutting, Thomas 
Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Eastman, Eddy, 
Edgerton, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Franklin, Grey, Grow, Sampsom W., Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Harrison, Uibbard, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lane, Lilly, Lindsley, Lyon, 
MeCulloch, MeNair. McQueen, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 


Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morrison, Noble, Packer, | 
Peckham, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, | 


Pratt, Preston. Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Rowe, Ruf 
fin, Sapp, Seymour Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Samuel 
A. Sinith, Sollers, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, 
Tracy, Tweed, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Walsh, Elliliu B. 


Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, | 


Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 

Mr. ORR. I move that all further proceedings 
in the call be dispensed with. 

The question» was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion to suspend the rules, for the purpose 


of introducing the resolution, which will be re- | 


ported by the Clerk. 
The-resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President | 


of the Senate, and the Speaker.of the House of Represent- 
atives adjourn their respective Houses sine die on Mon 
day, the third of July next, at twelve o’clock, m.”’ 


Mr. ORR. I would inquire of the Chair if that | 
resolution will be amendable if the rules are sus- 


pended for its introduction ? 
The SPEAKER. It will be. 


Mr.ORR. I then give notice that I shall move 


to amend it by striking out ** Monday, the 3d of 


July next,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ** Wed- | 


nesday, the 9ch of August.” 
Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot vote to suspend 
the rules for the admission of that resolution. I 


should like to have the gentleman who introduced 
it modify it before the question is put, and that he 


shall make the day of adjournment the 15th day 
of August. He has the right to do that. 


The SPEAKER. The question is. upon the | 


suspension of the rules, and it is not debatable. 


Mr. HILLYER. I merely wish to give notice | 
that if the rules are ee I shall move to | 


amend the resolution offered by the gentleman 


from New York, so as to make the present Con- | 
gress adjourn on the first Monday of August next, | 
and to fix the permanent day for the meeting of | 


Congress hereafter the third Monday of October 
instead of the first Monday in December. 


Mr. SKELTON. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 


upon the motion to suspend the rules. 


Mr. ORR. Perhaps we can suspend the rules | 


without the yeas and nays; and I hope the gentle- 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


| Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman p 


man will withdraw the cal! until we take the ques- 


tion. 

Mr. SKELTON. I withdraw my call. 

The question being put, and there appearing 
only twenty-four members in the affirmative, 

Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays, and 
tellers upon the same. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMu.un 
and Vait were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
29 in the affirmative, (more than one fifth of those 
present. ) 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and there were—yeas 104, nays 
38; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
Ball, Barry, Bell, Benson, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Camp 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Curtis, 
Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dick, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Edmands, Edinundson, Thomas 
DP. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, English, Etheridge, 
Everhart, Ewing, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. tlarlan, 
Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, 
MeDougall, Mayall, Meacham, John G. Miller, Smith Mil- 
ler, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Norton, Olds, Andrew Ojli- 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Pennington, Phelps, 
Pringle, Ready, David Richie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Russell, Sage, Sapp, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stratton, John L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Tayior, Trout, Walbridge, Walley, Warren, 
Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—104. « 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Belcher, Bocock, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Caskie, Chamberlain, Clark, Cobb, 


Tt il of tk H } led 1 1 Goode, Henn, Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, J. 
ve roll of the Fiouse was then called, and one || Glaney Jones, Roland Jones, Letcher, MeMullin, Mace, 


Maxwell, May, Millson, Nichols, Riddle, Rogers, Ruffin, 
Sabin, Seward, Shaw, Singletoh, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Thurston, Up- 
ham, and Vaii—3s8. 

So two thirds having voted in the affirmative, 
the rules were suspended. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE 


For the purpose of meet- 


ing the wishes of a large number of gentlemen | 


around me, | now propose to modify my resolu- 
tion by striking out the 3d of July and inserting 
the 17th of that month; and also to add that the 


two Houses convene again on the first Monday of | 


November next. 


[Cries of ** No!” ** No!” all over the House.] | 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. Very well, I will then 
leave it so asto provide for an adjournment sine 
die on the 17th of July. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend the resolution by 
striking out ‘*the 17th of July” and inserting 
** Wednesday, the 9th day of August.”’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest to | 


the gentleman from New York, that it is scarcely 
in his power to modify his resolution after having 
been introduced by a suspension of the rules. He 
may accomplish his purpose by moving to amend 
it, but he has not the right to modify it. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I then submit the prop- 


osition | have indicated as an amendment. 


Mr. ORR. I then offer my proposition as an | 


amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 


from New York. I move to strike out whatever || 


day is there named, and to insemt in lieu thereof 


*« Wednesday, the 9th day of August.” 


Mr. HAVEN. | ask the gentleman from South 


Carolina to yield me the floor. 
Mr. ORR. I ask the Speaker whether the reso- 


lution is debatable? If it is, I will yield to the || 


gentleman from New York temporarily. 
The SPEAKER. It is debatable. 


Mr. HAVEN. | desired the floor for the pur- || 


pose of submitting a proposition in reference to 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
gentleman from New York that there are already 
twe amendments pending—an amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York, and an amend- 
ment to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina. No proposition further 


| 


‘| an amendment any bill pendin 


| this House, an 
to amend will, therefore, be in order. The gen- || 


tleman from New York proposes to strike out the | 
3d of July and to insert the 17th; and the gentle- | 
man from South Carolina moves to strike out the | 


17th of July and to insert the 9th of August. 


Mr. HAVEN. Will the gentleman from South 


Carolina yield me the floor, so that I may submit | 
/ an explanation, and such a motion as may be in 


order? I shall not occupy more than two min- 
utes, 


| 
| 


___ Sune 12, 
lease indi 
what motion he proposes to submit? a 

Mr. HAVEN. It is one in reference to th 
resolution. 

Mr. ORR. If I properly understand the State 
of the question before the House, no furthe 
amendment is in order. The gentleman bens 
New York [Mr. Warsrince] proposes to amend 
the resolution. I propose to amend the amend 
ment. Another proposition to amend would io 
in the third degree, and therefore not in order, | 
do not perceive how the gentleman from Ne 
York [Mr. Haven] can subserve the purpose |} 
has in view, even should I yield him the floor 

Mr. HAVEN. If [cannot make a motion that 
is properly in order, I shall at once yield the floor 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would make a single gus. 
gestion by the gentleman’s permission, The res. 
olution is now In a condition to prevent the gyb. 
mission of further amendments. I would like the 
gentleman from South Carolina to modify his 
amendment, so as to fix the time at 15th of Ay. 
gust. My preference is for a later day, but tii} 
I am willing to compromise with the gentleman on 
the 15th. 

Mr. McMULLIN. With the permission of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, | would jn. 
quire of the Chair whether the question js pot 
divisible? Have I notthe right to call for a divis. 
ion on the motion to strike out? 

The SPEAKER. A motion to strike out and 
insert is not divisible by express rule. 

Mr. ORR. If the resolutiompbe adopted, modi- 
fied ‘as indicated, we shall have two months lack. 
ing a few days.» In that time we can finish all 
business necessary and proper to be finished, | 

| think that the time from now till the 9th of August 
is ample; and if there be a majority of the House 
concurring with me, it will sustain the demand for 
the previous question which I now make. 

| Mr. HAVEN. I would like to be heard a 

'moment. Will not the gentleman from South 
Carolina withdraw his call for the previous ques- 

| tion for two minutes so that somebody on this 
side of the House may be heard? 

| Mr.ORR. I withdraw my call for the previous 

| question, temporarily, so that the gentleman from 

|New York may make his explanation. 

Mr. HAVEN. I shall not abuse the gentle- 

| man’s favor. I de@ire to move as a substitute for 
the resolution, the joint resolution which has been 
sent down to us from the Senate. This onething 
I will say in regard to the matter: The Senate has 
kindly offered us that resolution. It was, tosome 
| extent, ex gratia on itspart. Thecondition of th 
| appropriation bills is such that the Senate would 
have the right to complain if we undertook to send 
it a new proposition. We have not given it the 
| time it ought to have to act on these bills. If we 
take the proposition sent in to us, it will not have 
| the righttocomplain. We may take the propoSition 
| and say—gentlemen we take you at your word 
and will go to work, and between this and the 
third day of July,accomplish the same amount of 
| work that would be accomplished, under tHe reso- 


Ww 
le 


| lution of the gentleman from South Carolina, be- 
| tween this and the first Monday in August. Fix 
atime for the adjournment, and my word for it, 
all the necessary work will be done. [ will only 
| add, from what I have seen in my experience in 
| these matters—I do not say it unkindly of the 
House—that I am inclined to think, from our past 
| action, that the House has got into that condition o! 
| demoralization in reference to legislation in which 
| we shall not effect any valuable purpose until we 
| have separated and come together again at some 
future day. If it be in order, I move the Senate 
| joint resolution as a substitute for thegentleman s 
| resolution. 
The SPEAKER. It is not iggrder to move 4s 
i the House. 
e is now before 
cannot be offered as an amend- 
ment, unless it is modified in some way by chang- 
ing the day or week. 

Mr. HAVEN. I see the propriety of the de- 
cision of the Chair. I will take the language of 
the joint resolution, and insert the 4th of July 
instead of the 3d. : 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from South Carolina as yielding 
the floor to the gentleman from New York (Mr. 


Haven] to offer an ance 


| The resolution - by the 
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Mr. HAVEN. The gengleman from South || Mr. McMULLIN. I 


Carolina yielded me the floor unconditionally. 
“The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
floor temporarily. — . : 
Mr. ORR. I said, at the time, that I yielded 
the floor temporarily. re 
Mr. HAV EN. I would inquire if the gentle- 
man from South Carolina intends to avail himself 
of the rule, so as to cul, off my right to offer a 
substitute ? : , 
Mr. ORR. 
pounded by my friend from New York. 


principal inducement that operated upon my mind 


ventieman from South Carolina as yielding the 


I will answer the question pro- || 
The | 


to vote for a suspension of the rules, was to take | 


up this resolution, with a view of avoiding the 
proposition that was sent to us from the Senate. 
lam myself opposed to the proposition that this 
Congress should take a recess; for such a thing is 
un recedented in the history of this Government. 


| think we should pursue the usual course of fix- | 
ing the day of adjournment, and that this would | 


be the earliest day at which we could reasonably 


an 


ticipate finishing the public business. It would | 


not be proper for me to yield the floor for the pur- | 


pose of enabling a proposition to come in which 
] desire to defeat. Ea 

| propose now to withdraw the modification 
which I submitted, and to offer the following res- 
olution as a substitute, which proposes to fix, 
instead of the 14th of August, the hour of the day 
at which the House shall adjourn, an omission in 
the preceding resolution, which escaped my atten- 
tion, and to which my attention was directed by 
the zentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones. ] 

Mr. HILLYER. I hope the gentleman from 


ment. 

Mr. ORR. 
man. 

Mr. HILLYER. If it bein order, I wish to 
offer an amendment to the resolution now before 
the-House. 
in discussing the substitute which | propose to 
offer. I apprehend the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] can have no objection to it, 
as it will not preclude a vote upon the resolution 
offered by him. The substitute which | propose 
to offer is the following. 

Resolved, (the Sentte concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives adjourn their respective Houses on the first Monday 
in August next, and that hereafter the day appointed by 
law for the assembling of Congress shall be on the third 
Monday in October, in each year, instead of the first Mon- 
day of December. 

Mr.ORR. Before the House proceeds further 
in the disposition of this matter, | submit to the 
Chair this question of order: that the substitute 
‘Ata by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 

1iLLYER] is notin order as a substitute to the res- 
olution now pending. If this substitute were 


I will yield the floor to the gentle- 


adopted, it would be necessary for it to be laid be- || 
fore the President for his sanction before it could 


be carried into effect. 

The SPEAKER. The question of order made 
by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr} 
is well taken. If the substitute proposed by the 
gentleman from Georgia were agreed to, the reso- 
lution would have to go to the President for his 
approval, 
whole character of the original resolution. 
competent for the two Houses to pass_a joint res- 
olution fixing the day of adjournment of the present 
session of Congress; but it is not competent for 
the two Houses, without the approval and signa- 
ture of the President, to change the period of the 
annual meeting of Congress. 

Mr. HILLYER. Well, I hope that the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Orr] will be voted down by the House. 

Mr. ORR. I ask the previous question on the 
resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to lay the substitute 
of the gentleman from South Carolina on the table. 

Mr. McMULLIN addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
South Carolina withdraw his call for the previous 
question, and yield to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. McMu uw? 

Mr. ORR. I do not wish to be discourteous to 
the gentleman from Virginia. 1 therefore with- 
draw my call for the previous question tempo- 
rarily, for the purpose of permitting the gentleman 
to make any suggestion he may desire. 


I do not intend to detain the House | 


This, on reflection, would change the | 
It is | 


| Way, getting up or 


| whole subject on the table. 





| sacrifices, 





|| | for one am ready to do it. 
| will not suffer, but I think will be promoted, by 
| concurring in the resolution of the Senate. 


suggestion. 

it occurs to me, thatif gentlemen will only con- 
sent, one and all, to go to work as we ought to 
do, and as we are capable of doing, we could do 
much more business than we can transact in this 
dopting resolutions of this 
kind fixing days for adjournment. My experi- 
ence, In this respect, is, that whenever we fix a 
day for an adjournment, there is a constant rush 
by gentlemen who happen to have bills pending 
in which they are particularly interested, to get 


| these particular bills disposed of. 


Now, I beg gentlemen to recollect that we have 
occupied a vast deal of the time of this Congress 
in discussing a question of general character. I 
allude to the Nebraska bill. There is, however, 
now before the House a vast amount of business 


| of a private character—business in which the in- 


terests of almost every State in the Union are in- 
volved. There are many bills of a local character 
pending. And we have not yet appropriated a 


single day to the consideration of these private 


bills. Ido not agree with the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Haven,] that we owe anything 
to the Senate for making this proposition to us. 
{ think the public interests would be better served 


| if we should go to work really, and in earnest; 


and when we shall have placed the public business 
in such a condition as that it will justify our ad- 


| journing, then let us adjourn. 


I intended at a proper time to move to lay this 
It would be discour- 
teous to the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 


| Orr,] who yielded me the floor, to do so now; but 
| 1 give notice that when the subject comes to that 
South Carolina will yield me the floor for a mo- || 


point where | may legitimately make euch a mo- 
tion, [ shall move to lay the whole matter on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Sewarp} has submitted a motion to lay 
on the table the substitute proposed by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr.}] This is 
the first motion to be disposed of. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw that motion. 

Mr. ORR. I think, Mr. Speaker, that | have 


| manifested quite enough of a digposition to accom- 


modate all my friends on both sides of the ques- 
tion. I now demand the previous question. And 
if the House concur with me, they will second it. 

The question was put on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, The Speaker an- 


| nounced forty-one members rising. 


Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
Orr were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 


|| ported—ayes 52, noes not counted; nota sufficient 


number. 
So the previous question was not sustained. 
Mr. HAVEN. I believe I may, with some 
confidence, appeal to gentlemen in all parts of the 
House, for my sincerity, when | say I have as 


| strong a desire as any fair-minded member here, 


to see the business of the country properly trans- 
acted. | am willing to make as many personal 
and submit to as great inconveni- 
ence as any other gentleman, but, it is only upon 
the ground that I have been impressed wah the 
idea, that if we set here, in most we do we shall 
but keep the country in a state of turmuil and un- 


|| easiness without making any advance whatever 


in the public business—that | am in favor of taking 


| theearliest possibleday for going home to our con- 


stituents, and, if necessary, of meeting again in 
a better business frame of mind in the fall. There 
is a propriety, yea, an absolute necessity for dis- 
posing of the appropriation bills, and if | had the 
matter in my own hand, I would fix the middle or 
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tion. I differ with gentlemen, if any 
such there are, who beli@ve that from this day for- 
ward to the middle of August there will be any 
business of importance transacted upon the Private 
Calendar. Why, sir, before we had been jaded 
out by public service, during the ta'l, December 
and January, and the whole six and « half months 
which we have already consumed here, we have 
been upon the Private Calendar but two or three 
times, at most but a very few times. Now we 
are here, with this hot season upog u&. Disease 
Men 


have been home, and are going home, and if we 


| shall have a quorum at all, hereafter, it will be a 
| lean, rickety, and staggering one, obtained only 


by calls of the House, or scouring the city by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, for the purpose 
of bringing members in. I, forone, want to do the 
public work. My friends about me desire to do it. 


| L tender my whole services to do it. I have labored 
faithfully to have it done; and I submit that the 


most feasible way of doing it, is the one which I 
have suggested; for no work will now be done, 
until a day of adjournment is fixed. You can, if 
you will give your attention to it, pass, between 
this and the 4th of July, the appropriation bills. 
The Senate will be satisfied with the time fixed. 
Sut fix another time, and you will hear from them 


| again, and they will say that six and a half months 
| have already passed,and you have not sent us the 


| appropriation bills. 


Now that they have fixed a 
time, with a knowledge of the present condition 


of business in both Houses, let us put our shoul- 


| ders to the wheel, transact the public buciness, and 


adjourn on the 3d of July. Lask the House to 
take the Senate resolution into consideretion, and 
if not that, then the proposition suggested by me 
some time ago. 

Mr. HENN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New York a question. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair would suggest 
that the gentleman from New York should first 
submit his proposition to writing. 

Mr. TAYLORYof Ohio. | desire to makea single 
suggestion, with the consent of the gentleman from 
New York and the House. If the gentleman from 


| South Carolina [Mr. Orr] will so modify his 
| proposition as to make the two Houses of Con- 


| to by the House. 


gress adjourn on the first day of August, I will 
cheerfully support the resolution in that form. I 
believe we can accomplish all the business which 
it is necessary for us to accomplish in six weeks, 
and go home. Iam opposed to taking a recess, 
and | think the country is opposed to it. I hope 
no proposition for taking a gecess will be agreed 
I repeat, Sir, that | think we 
can accomplish all the necessary business of the 
session by the Ist of August, and 1 hope we shall 


| adjourn at that time, and go home. 


Mr. HENN. I wish to ask the gentleman from 
New York,[Mr. Haven,] ifhis proposition, wrich 
I understand to be, in substance, the same as the 


| resolution which has passed the Senate, is adopted, 


whether we shall not draw our per diem during the 
recess? | understand the Comptroller of the 


| ) 
Treasury has so decided. 


the latter part of July as the time for adjournment. | 


The Senate have 


But that is not the ee. 
hey have told us that their 


made us an offer. 


Mr. HAVEN. Itis precisely for the purpose of 
correcting what I deem to be an erroneous impres- 
sion upon that subject, that I have held the floor. 
I will occupy the time of the House but a moment. 
I wish to say that the resolution of the Senate is 
a resolution to adjourn, and not a resolution for a 
recess, and it seems to me clearly, will not carry 
with it the pay of the members from the time of 
adjournment until the next meeting. If I thought 
it would, I would add a provision to prevent such 
a construction. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New York, thatif the House adjourns 
sine die on the 3d or 4th of July, it will not meet 


| again unti! the first Monday of December next. 


business is in such a condition that they can af- | 


ford to adjourn at the time indicated in their reso- 
lution. They have told us that, with a knowledge 
upon their part of the condition of the appropri- 
ation bills and other business in this House. JI 
think it right, and just, and fair, to meet them 
upon that ground, and to take them at their word. 
The public interest 


It has been suggested that there is a large 
amount of private business on our Calendar, which 


| 


| 


Mr. HAVEN. That isthe very thing that this 
proposition is designed to change. I offer it as a 
joint resolution for the purpose of enabling us to 
meet in October. 

Mr. JONES. Then it must go to the President 
for his signature, must it not? 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, sir, it will save al! ques- 
tion on the subject, if it receives the signature of 
the President. One word more and | have done. 
| ask that the proposition which I have offered 
may be read. 

It was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring) That the President of 
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the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives adjourn their respectiye Houses on the 4th day of July 
next, at twelve o’clock, m/; until the third Monday in Octo- 
ber next. ° 

Mr. HAVEN. That, sir, is the language of 
the Senate resolution with a single modification as 
to the day of adjournment, for the purpose of 
avoiding the question of order. It proposes to 
adjourn from the 4th day of July, until the 3d Mon- 
day of October. But, sir, it has been suggested 
that a eer would carry with it the pay 
of the nfempers during the recess. I repeat that I 
would not offer a proposition that would admit of 
such a construction, and it seems to me very clear 
that this will not. ‘The same question has arisen 
in-reference to the recess of the Legislature in my 
own State, and it was decided that it did not carry 
pay to the members during the recess. I think 
they are as sharp there for pay as anywhere. | 
do not think such a construction can be given to 
the resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I should like to know 
why it does not carry pay just as much as does a 
proposition to adjourn over for a week, or to ad- 
journ for threedays. I would suggest, therefore, 
to the gentleman from New York, that he add a 
proviso to the resolution that the provision of law 
fixing the time for the meeting of Congress shall 
be changed from the first Monday in December to 
the third Monday in October, and that the phrase- 
ology of the resolution be so modified as to pro- 
vide that the members shall not draw pay during 
the vacation. As the resolution now stands, there 
is no reason why the per diem should not be al- 
lowed. 

Mr. RILLYER. The gentleman willallow me 
one word, and what I have to say will be in reply 
to the gentleman from Ohio. ‘The difficulty in 
regard to members drawing pay during the tem- 
porary recess will be fully obviated if the House 
will act upon the substitute which I have proposed. 
And I think that will meet wholly the views of 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven.] I 
propose a final adjournment of this House on the 
first Monday in August; awd the meeting on the 
third Monday of October will be the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress; so that of 
course the members will draw no pay during the 
recess, and yet every legitimate purpose that gen- 
tlemen can have will be accomplished. 

Now, | would suggest to the gentleman from 
New York, and to every member concurring with 
us, that the proper course for us to pursue in or- 
der to accomplish what we desire, will be to vote 
down the proposition of the gentleman from South 
Carolina; the suspend the rules in order to take 
up the joint résolution of the Senate; and when 
that joint resolution comes before this body, it will 
be in order to amend it by changing the time of 
adjournment from the first Monday in July to 
some time in August, and changing the time for 
the meeting of Congress hereafter. Let us vote 
down, then, the pending motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, suspend the rules, and take 
up the Senate joint resolution, and the whole sub- 


ject will be under the control of the House. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to add the follow- 


ing proviso to the resolution: 


Provided, Thatno compeneation shall be allowed mem- 
bers during the recess, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York in order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


York (Mr. Waxsrince) submitted an amend: | 


ment to his original resolution. The gentleman 
from South Carolina proposes an amendment in 
the shape of a substitute. The amendment of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,!as the 
Chair understands, is to amend the substitute. 
Mr. HAVEN. Yes, sir. 
The SPEAKER. 


tion. 


move amendment while an amendment to an 
amendment is pendin 


? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the | 


original resolution, as the two propositions now 
stand before the House, is amendable. To the 
original resolution there is an amendment pend- 
ing, which can only be amended at this moment. 
It is the amendment submitted by the gentleman 
from New York, the-author of the resolution. 


That is competent, if there | 
be no further amendment to the original resolu- | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that || 
on a resolution for adjournment it is in order to | 


|| When the House shall have perfected the original | 
resolution, then it Will be in order to take up and 
amend the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina. Both are amendable; first 
the original resolution, then the substitute. When | 
you reach the substitute, you may amend it by 
striking out a part or all of its provisions, and 
then, as amended, vote it in place of the original 
resolution. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. I would ask the gentleman 


from New York to accept, as a part of his resolu- 


tion, the proviso which I have suggested: 


Provided, That no per diem compensation shall be al- 


lowed members during the recess. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


York has not yet sent his proposition in writing | 


to the Clerk. 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire first to inquire of the 
Chair whether there is pending a proposition to 


amend by my colleague, the author of the original 
resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. There is; and it is only for || 


a change of time of the adjournment. The original 
resolution is to fix atime for closing the present 
session. Anamendmentis now pending to change | 
the time as fixed in the original resolution. The 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Orr] pro- 
poses an amendment, in the nature of a substitute 
for the original resolution. The Chair states that 
it is competent for the House to amend the original 
resolution; and having done that, they may take 
up the substitute. 


Mr. HAVEN, 


Do I then understand the Chair 


to decide that the amendment | offered would not | 


now be in order? 


The SPEAKER. It is only in order now to 


amend the amendment proposed by the gentleman | 


from New York (Mr. Warsrince] to the original 
resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. Do I understand the Chair to 
say that there is an amendment in the second de- 
gree now pending, upon which we shall have to 


vote before any further amendments are submitted? | 


The SPEAKER. ‘If the House will give their 
attention, the two propositions will be read, so that 
there may be no misunderstanding between the 
House and the Chair. The original resolution 
reads as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- | 
tives adjourn their respective Houses sine die on Monday, 
the third of July next, at twelve o’clock, m. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Wat- | 
BRIDGE] moves thatthe words ‘third of July’’ be 

| stricken out of the resolution, and that the words 


| . - 
‘* seventeenth of July” be inserted in their place. 


The second proposition offered by the gentle- | 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] reads as | 


follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives adjourn their respective Houses on Monday, August 
14, at twelve o’clock, m. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to say but a word to 
the House in relation to this whole matter. In 
my judgment this discussion is premature, ill con- 
sidered, and out of place. 
and say in their judgment there is no doubt that 


the House would get through all its business at || 


some time indicated by them. They do not mean 


by this that all the interesting and important busi- | 


ness before the House can be disposed of at the 
time indicated, but they mean that all the business 


disposed of. This is what they mean. 
All your committees are loaded down with mat- 
ters which they desire to present to the House. 


My own drawer is full of bills upon the most | 


|| important subjects. To be sure, they would not 
|| be of interest to my colleague, who spoke a mo- 


to many persons throughout the country, and 
many members of this House. 


genders that impatience which manifests itself to 
get away from here at a very early day. But we 
were sent here to transact the public business, and 


| 
' 


'| venience. 
|| matters pressing upon us for consideration, and 
|| awaiting our action, that it is ridiculous and ab- 
|| surd in the extreme for gentlemen to stand up 
a and say that, in their judgment, all these 
matters can be disposed of at a certain indicated 


Gentlemen get up here | 


in which they individually feel an interest can be | 


THE SONGRESSIONAL, GLOBE. _ 


f 
| 
' 


June 12. 
time. They may say, and truly, too, so fo .. 
they are concerned, and so far they ae 
ually feel an inteFest in them, that they may be 
pe noes of by such a time. vie 

"he gentlemen upon the Committee of Way 
and Means think that there is no legislation neo 


- . neces. 
sary in Congress except that of passing t} 


ie ap- 


_ propriation bills, and that when you dispose of 


| may lie in embryo. 


them it is time for Congress to adjourn. The ac 
providing for the payment of the clerks and fy. 
ecutive officers of the Government is, in their judg. 
ment, the summum b of all acts of legislation 
So, too, with the gentleman from New York. 
{Mr. Haven,] and other gentlemen, who have ng 
business to be transacted here of any particular 
importance to their constituents, and therefore 
think that there is no business before Congress 
although there may be bills to be disposed of j, 
which the mightiest consequences to the Republic 
What carethey? These do 
not, they think, affect their constituents, an¢ 
therefore there is no business of importance to be 
disposed of! What they mean by “ business.” 
is some particular thing in which their constity. 
ents are concerned; some matter of a local chy. 


acter affecting their own evanescent popularity, 


ment since, but they are of deep and vital interest || 


their own ephemeral interests, or those of the peo. 
ple whom they represent. That is what these 
gentlemen mean by the term ‘* business,” 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I understand that we were 
sent here fora very different purpose from all this, 
1 believe that we were sent here to protect and tp 
advance the public interests. We were sent here, 
not to exhibit patience or impatience at the work 
which we are called on to perform, and to consult 
our own inclinations as to its performance, but to 
attend faithfully and diligently to the business 
matters that may be legally and legitimately sub. 
mitted for our consideration, and to give them that 


| calm and proper deliberation which they require, 


Sir, entertaining these views, and knowing, as | 
do, the amount of matter which is pending before 
the committees, and which the committees desire 
to offer for the consideration of the House, | can 
state that this matter cannot be disposed of in the 
time indicated in this resolution. I cannot, and 
no man can, undertake, in advance, to say the pre- 
cise time when Congress can properly adjourn, 
after giving the due consideration to those matters 

| which they are entitled to receive at their hands, 

I understand that this r@olution is now pend- 
ing before the House. If a motion to lay it on 
the table be in order, I now make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Disney] cannot submit that motion u- 
less by the consent of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Haven,] who yielded him the floor 
for explanation. 

Mr. DISNEY. I understood that the gentle 
man has beer up all the morning; and I supposed 
that I was at liberty to make the motion to lay it 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from New York to yield the floor to 
the gentleman from Ohio for explanation only, 

| and not to yield it absolutely. 

Mr. HAVEN. I find that I have been dam- 
aging myself by allowing the floor to go to other 
gentlemen while 1 was entitled to it. 1 mustnot 
do so any further. , 

I could not hear very distinctly all that was said 


| by the gentleman from Ohio; but I understood him 


| to say, that there is a large amount of public = 
ness which it is necessary should be performet. 


|| think myself that there is business before the 
House which it is highly expedient should be 


| transacted. But the question which I put to > 
House is, whether that business will be forwarde 


| by our undertaking to prolong the time of out 


‘session. And let me ask the gentleman from 
Ohio himself, how much public business has been 


|| done or forwarded for the last two and a li! 
I can understand | 
the feeling which operates upon gentlemen, and en- | 


weeks, while there has been no time fixed for ad- 
journment? We have been waiting here day after 


|| day, and week after week, and have not had & 


| quorum to vote on even a question of privilege, much 


|| less on questions of practical importance to the 
not to consult our own pleasure or our own con- | 
I say again, in view of the important || 


country. And such will continue to be the oe 
until we come together again, after having separate! 
| for a time, and after having got into a more bust 
| ness state of mind. “—_ 
Now, in regard to this matter, I am as desirol 

of performing the public business as any gentleman 


here can be; but this is not the way to do it. The 
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